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From the Editor- in- Chief

Digital Economy and
the Wealth of Nations

dam Smith was a philosopher
and economic theorist born in
Scotland in 1723. He’s known

primarily for his groundbreaking 1776
book on economics called ‘An Inquiry into
the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Na-
tions. Smith introduced the concept that
free trade would benefit individuals and
society as a whole. Smith’s writings were
studied by 20th-century philosophers,
writers, and economists.

We know Adam Smith today as the father
of laissez-faire (“to leave alone”) econom-
ics. This is the idea that the government
should leave the economy alone and not
interfere with the “natural course” of free
markets and free trade. The pre-Smith era
was largely in material goods.

Today, the focus of the world is on the
Digital Economy, irrespective of the lev-
el of development, political ideology, and
economic demagogue of the nation. Its
immediate bye-product is the knowledge
economy, an economy in which growth
is dependent on the quantity, quality, and
accessibility of the information available,
rather than the means of production.

Economic wealth is no more about the
quantum of natural resources available to
any nation; it is more about exploration
and the control of the space resources that
make interconnectivity possible. It is now
possible for a company to declare a bil-
lion-dollar revenue and yet all the invest-
ment revolves around data in just a corner.

Many e-commerce firms trade thousands
of products and do not produce any. They
are called e-commerce merchants. “E-com-
merce” or “electronic commerce” is the
trading of goods and services on the Inter-
net.

All these are by-products of the Digital
Economy. The Digital economy is divid-
ed into three key components: e-business.
e-business infrastructure. e-commerce.

For a country to be an economic super-
power in the new World order, it has to be a
big player in the Digital Economy.

In this Edition of Infrastructure Develop-
ment Magazine, we focus on all sides of the
Digital Economy and its present and future
impact on the economy of nations.

Nigeria touted as aleading emerging econ-
omy in the World, cannot afford to be a lag-
gard in the Digital Economy trajectory. The
African Union (AU) has also recognized
the importance of not being left behind in
the race to acquire Digital Economic power.
The AU has launched the Digital Economy
Initiative for Africa (DE4A). DE4A aims
to ensure that every individual, business,
and government in Africa will be digitally
enabled by 2030 in support of the African
Union “Digital Transformation Strategy for
Africa. It is the rallying point for the Con-
tinent to speed-drive on the Digital knowl-
edge route.

We also beamed the searchlight on Ni-
geria’s aggressive drive to possess Digital
Economic power. This informed the launch

Sl

of its National Digital Economy Policy and
Strategy (NDEPS): 2020-2030 in 2019.

The National Communication Commis-
sion (NCC), under the Ministry of Com-
munication and Digital Economy, is at the
forefront of executing this Strategy. And
it is doing so at a speed and commitment
that is commendable. Many other agencies
of government are also positioned to play
a role in the Digital Economy project for
Nigeria.

They include the National Information
Technology Development Agency (NITDA),
Galaxy Backbone Plc, Nigerian Communica-
tions Satellite Ltd, Federal Ministry of Science
and Technology

We also looked into the telecom’s infrastruc-
ture-sharing approach among the key players
as a business survival strategy, among the op-
erators.

Away from the tech world, the focus of the
new administration is on infrastructure and
this was of interest to us considering its role in
the overall development of a nation.

We also serve you the irresistible wonders
of Dubai that are making it the pride of the
Middle East and a destination potpourri for
all citizens of the world.

This Edition is worth your time. Treasure it.
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Editor’s
Note

« T

ne of the development indi-
ces that best describes Nigeria’s
present state is that it has a huge
deficit of infrastructure both in
quality and quantity. For a coun-
try of over 200m people with an annual 2.4%
population growth rate, Nigeria needs an invest-
ment of $2.3 trillion over the next 30 years to
close its public infrastructure deficit, according
to the Reviewed National Integrated Infrastruc-
ture Master Plan. The Plan says Africas most
populous nation must spend $150bn annually to
achieve this target.

From this, three things are certain. First, there
are high infrastructural gaps in Nigeria. Second,
a huge investment is needed to bridge the gap.
Sadly, government revenue is on the decline, and
the debt burden is stifling.

Nigerias present infrastructure  deficit,
amounting to 30% of its GDP, falls short of the
international benchmark of 70% for emerging
economies set by the World Bank.

The infrastructure gaps in Nigeria manifest in
a lack of good roads and railway networks; poor
power generation, transmission, and distribu-
tion systems; and poor water, health, housing,
and education facilities, among others. Their in-
adequacy has stunted the country’s development
for many decades despite geometrical increases
in demands.

It is clear that Nigeria’s economic potential is
constrained by structural issues such as inade-
quate infrastructure, among others. Budgeting
by Nigerian states is also patterned in favour of
recurrent expenditure.

Since development and standard of living
have a correlation to the profile of infrastructure
available in any given society, it is just natural
that Nigerians are below global benchmarks in
their quality of life.

Lack and poorly maintained infrastructure
also trigger factors for anti-social behaviour that
threatens the socio-political environment in Ni-
geria.

The reasons for the poor state of Nigerias in-

Infrastructure Deficit And
Maintenance Culture In Nigeria

frastructure are however not mysterious.

A long time of neglect, lack of consistency in
policy formulation and implementation, bur-
geoning population, low revenue and budget
allocation, corruption, and many more factors
are responsible.

But central in all of these is the reputation of
Nigerias very poor maintenance culture. For
several reasons, both individuals and institutions
are guilty of this. How do you explain the reason
for the very poor state of public infrastructure
staring at us and we seem not to be bothered? If
not Nigeria, where else do citizens have so much
distaste for its leaders to the extent that public as-
sets are treated in a way that is best described as
destructive? There is a lack of ownership spirit in
the way Nigerians treat its public infrastructure.

To participate effectively in the maintenance of
infrastructures, we need to take ownership.

Ownership culture alludes to a situation where
citizens treat public infrastructure exactly the
same way they handle theirs.

A casual survey in all parts of the country will
reveal a series of aggressive destruction of public
assets by the same these assets are meant to ben-
efit. It is a common sight, even in major cities,
to see the removal of electricity cables, oil pipes,
bridge rails, fence wire, and strangely, rail tracks.
In Lagos, all the manholes on the roads are gone
before our eyes, road crossbars are being pulled
down, telecom assets are stolen, and the destruc-
tion of roads and streetlights is not viewed as an
abnormality.

It is all part of our wasteful culture. We hate
ourselves to the extent that we inflict and delib-
erately invite death into our homes. Or how else
do you assess the mental state of someone who
vandalized bridge rails meant to prevent vehicles
from landing in a valley in case of an accident
or someone removing rail tracks for a few Naira
causing a train to derail?

During the ENDSARS protest a few years ago,
monumental public assets and public transpor-
tation vehicles were destroyed all in an attempt
to register a protest. That is anger taken too far.

Sure, it is not everyone that is into this men-
tal deficit behaviour but there is collective guilt
here. Several times, we see public assets being
vandalized, but we prefer to look the other way
because it is not personal property. A tiny indi-
vidual cannot be subjecting the majority to an
inconvenience by their destructive habit and the
majority looks the other way.

The exponential growth of the population in
many cities brings with it a challenge of inade-
quate infrastructure and a maintenance plan
that is grossly insufficient for the number of peo-

ple who utilise the public infrastructure.

Indeed, the government carries the burden
of the poor maintenance culture. Ex-Governor
Babajide Fashola of Lagos State explained this
with an ‘Open Window Theory’ when the gov-
ernment or individual allows a little problem
to grow into a bigger or more complex one. It
simply means, that by leaving small problems
to fester, you invite the bigger problems. An
understanding of this Concept, he said, was re-
sponsible for the success he made in infrastruc-
ture renewal in Lagos.

The lesson is that the government must have a
deliberate contingency plan for regular mainte-
nance of existing infrastructure by factoring this
into the conceptualization and execution of pub-
lic projects. Thinking through any public assets
project is very critical.

The standard is that three to four percent of
a nation’s GDP is expected to be expended on
infrastructure building and maintenance. But in
Nigeria, this is far low.

We need to learn from saner climes where
there are consequences for bad actions, and a
crime against the public good is treated with dis-
patch. There, systems track offenders and justice
is well dispensed. Some well-meaning people
are already calling for the setting up of a Pub-
lic Infrastructure Protection Tribunal. Nothing
is too much really if one considers the rate at
which public infrastructure is being destroyed
and the huge amount being expended to restore
facilities.

Public advocacy, re-orientation campaigns,
and awareness programs on the protection of
public infrastructure are also desirable.

The public, whose interest is being served with
the public assets, must own the assets. It is not
just enough not to be part of the malady; people
must see an attack on public assets as a destruc-
tion of their own share of the assets.

Deployment of modern technology surveil-
lance to protect national assets, especially in the
cities should be considered.

A strong commitment to appropriate budg-
etary allocation and the political will to execute
quality public asset projects with maintenance
clauses is very critical.

Y idad

Editor
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The digital economy:
What it is and why it’s
the future of business

istorically, the world economy was

originally deep-rooted in the soil

(agriculture), and nations, as they

existed then, operated in silos until
the 18th century when the industrial revo-
lution emerged and the movement of goods
and services across borders was made possi-
ble. It was a transition of the world economy
from agriculture to the industrial revolution
era. The Industrial Revolution birthed the
creation of goods and services with the aid
of machines. That was the period of massive
inventions that revolutionized the way things
are done worldwide. The economic activities
were then carried out in bricks and mortar
structures.

Now, the modern economy and resources
reside in space, albeit the digital economy.
Welcome to the era of an interconnected
world touted as the 4th Industrial Revolution.
Competition among nations has shifted liter-
arily to the space terrain where digital tools
rule. Superiority in the space terrain confers
competitive advantages on nations’ capability
and ability to generate and distribute wealth.

Today, two countries stand out in terms of
capacity to engage in and benefit from the da-
ta-driven digital economy: the United States
and China. They account for about 90 percent
of the market capitalization of the world’s
largest digital platforms and that is why they
are tagged world controllers. In 2021, the U.S.
digital economy accounted for $3.70 trillion
of gross output, $2.41 trillion of value added
(translating to 10.3 percent of U.S. gross do-
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mestic product (GDP)), $1.24 trillion of com-
pensation, and 8.0 million jobs.

The Report on the Development of China’s
Digital Economy (2022) published by the
China Academy of Information and Commu-
nications Technology (CAICT) pointed out
that the size of the country’s digital economy
more than doubled between 2016 and 2021,
growing from RMB22. 6 trillion to RMB45. 5
trillion and accounting for 39.8% of GDP by
the end of the five-year period.

According to the World Bank (Feb. 2023),
the digital economy makes up more than 15%
of the global GDP and has grown 2.5 times
faster over the previous ten years than the
GDP of the physical world.

The digital economy, which captures the
value produced by economic activities that
use digital technology for the production, dis-
tribution, and exchange of goods and servic-

4 TRHET

President Bola Ahmed Tinubu

According to the World
Bank (Feb. 2023), the
digital economy makes
up more than 15% of
the global GDP and has
grown 2.5 times faster
over the previous ten
years than the GDP of
the physical world

es, is a crucial part of GDP calculation.

The Internet, mobile devices, and software
applications are just a few examples of digital
technologies that are used by a variety of sec-
tors to create, process, and transfer data. De-
pending on the country, the digital economy’s
precise GDP contribution varies, but as the
use of digital technology continues to grow,
it is playing a bigger role in determining the
global economic environment.

According to the World Bank, the digital
economy makes up more than 15% of the
global GDP and has grown 2.5 times faster
over the previous ten years than the GDP of
the physical world.

What is the Digital economy?

It refers to the use of information technol-
ogy to create or adapt, market, or consume
goods and services. Digital novelties include
digital banking, e-commerce, virtual edu-
cation, smartphone apps, and collaboration
platforms.

In the mid-90s, Canadian finance expert,
Don Tapscott, wrote a book, The Digital
Economy, which gave insight into how the
Internet and digitalized information could
change business in the future. Time has prov-
en the author right: today technology has in-
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Dr Bosun Tijani

Communications, Innovation, and Digital Economy

novated not only how companies do business
but also personal finance.

In the worlds present context, the Digital
economy can be divided into three key com-
ponents: e-business. e-business infrastruc-
ture. e-commerce.

More people are using smartphones, tablets,
smartwatches and bracelets, and other mobile
Internet devices to connect to a global envi-
ronment, anytime and anywhere. Millions
around the world take part

in the digital economy to buy or sell goods
and services.

That is why today, the business moguls in
the world are the heavy players in the digital
space.

According to US economist and statistician,
Thomas Mesenbourg, three components dis-
tinguish the digital economy from the regular
economy:

. Infrastructure - Businesses have
software, hardware, and other technological
resource, plus specialist - human talent

. E-business. - Computer applica-
tions, online tools, and digital platforms help
carry out business processes.

N,

| s

B e

Dr. Aminu Maida
EVC/CEO, Nigerian Communications Commission

(NCQ)

- - More people

are using
smartphones, tablets,
smartwatches and
bracelets, and other
mobile Internet devices
to connect to a global
environment, anytime
and anywhere. Millions
around the world take
part in the digital
economy to buy or sell
goods and servic

. E-commerce. A familiar concept,
e-commerce means the sale of goods and ser-
vices online.

Advantages of the digital economy

The digital economy is set to carry more
weight in the future, as the “Internet of
Things, artificial intelligence, virtual reality,
blockchain, self-driving cars, and other tech-
nology. Some advantages it offers are:

. Information. Consumers have
more information - not just from manufac-
turers and firms, but also from other consum-
ers in forums and reviews - to make decisions
about goods and services.

. Proximity. Direct customer service
channel that enables customers to resolve
queries and issues with a manufacturer or
service provider more quickly.

. Global presence. With goods and
services available to consumers anytime and
anywhere, companies can enter more mar-
kets. Security. Digital technology, like strong
authentication of online payments, makes
transactions more secure.

The digital economy is also transforming
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age-old production sectors. Agriculture has
already begun to benefit from technological
innovations. Mobile apps connect crops to
farmers, providing them with real-time up-
dates on quality, soil, and irrigation to make
management decisions.

World Bank on the Development of the Dig-
ital Economy

The World BanKs Digital Economy As-
sessment methodology analyzes the digital
economy across six pillars or foundational
elements: digital infrastructure, digital plat-
forms, digital financial services, digital busi-
nesses, digital skills, and trust environment.

The World Bank Digital Development
Global Practice works with governments in
developing countries to build the foundations
for inclusive and responsible digital transfor-
mation, including their transition to digital
economies, governments, and societies.

The Digital Economy is a significant portion
of the global economy (16%; $ 11.5 trillion)
- Oxford Economics and World Economic
Forum reported.

Digital technologies can also transform
markets and economic opportunities. In
2021, mobile technologies and services gen-
erated $4.5 trillion of economic value added,
or 5 percent of GDP, globally, but vulnerable
populations in both developing and devel-
oped countries who are unable to connect to
or use digital technologies risk being left be-
hind in the post-pandemic recovery, leading
to potentially heavier knock-on effects.

Digital technologies are at the forefront of
development and provide a unique oppor-
tunity for countries to accelerate economic
growth and connect citizens to services and
jobs. In times of crisis- from natural disasters
to pandemics such as the one the world ex-
rienced with COVID-19 digital
technologies keep people,
governments,  and
businesses con-
nected.

pe-

- . Digital
technologies
can also transform
markets and economic
opportunities. In 2021,
mobile technologies
and services
generated $4.5 trillion
of economic value
added, or 5 percent
of GDP, globally, but
vulnerable populations
in both developing and
developed countries
who are unable to
connect to or use
digital technologies
risk being left behind
in the post-pandemic
recovety, leading to
potentially heavier

knock-on - .

effects.

They enable innovative solutions to complex
development challenges and help deliver digi-
tal banking and telemedicine services.

Closing the global digital divide: Even as
new technologies spread rapidly around the
world, billions of people have still never used
the internet.

Preparing for the jobs of tomorrow: In-
novation is radically changing the nature of
work: new jobs are emerging, and others are
evolving. To compete in the digital economy,
countries will need to prioritize education
and build the digital skills of their workforce
while creating efficient safety nets to support
those transitions.

Developing secure, reliable digital systems:
As the world is going digital, strengthening
capacity in areas like cybersecurity and per-
sonal data protection has become more im-
portant than ever

Africa and the Digital Economy

McKinsey says African Digital Economy
is expected to grow to over $300 billion by
2025 while The World Economic Forum also
predicts that over 60% of global GDP will be
digitized by 2022 and within the next decade,
digital platforms will be used to create close to
70% of new value.

Africa cannot afford to be in the back seat on
this very important driver of modern wealth.
The Digital Economy Initiative for Africa
(DE4A) launched by African Union is meant
to ensure that every individual, business, and
government in Africa will be digitally enabled
by 2030 in support of the African Union’s
“Digital Transformation Strategy for Africa”

The DE4A stated that Africa should




NCC's Management Team

think big on digital development. At the
current, incremental pace of economic and
social advancement, too many of Africa’s ex-
panding youth population will be denied the
opportunity to live up to their potential. Dig-
ital technologies offer a chance to disrupt this
trajectory -unlocking new pathways for rapid
economic growth, innovation, job creation,
and access to services that would have been
unimaginable only a decade ago.

African Union Digital Education

The AU Continental Education Strategy
(CESA-2016-25) strongly recommends im-
proving ICT capacity

including the use of ICTs platforms at all
levels of education, to promote education ac-
cess and quality;

research, knowledge generation, and inno-
vation, and take advantage of the fourth In-
dustrial revolution

It believes that the education sector will be
critical in helping to prepare the workforce
and contribute to ensuring that these trans-
formations are inclusive and lead to a reduc-
tion of poverty and inequalities. In addition,
there is a unique opportunity to transform the
delivery of education itself. In particular, the
spread of the Internet and mobile broadband,
digital platforms, digital content, and digital
tools allow the education sector in Africa to
make use of technology to expand access, im-
prove quality, link up with international edu-

cation and research networks, and strengthen
the management of the sector.

Education technology can also be used to
expand access to hitherto unreached popula-
tions. This is

especially important for Africa where a sig-
nificant number of young people still do not
complete primary

and secondary schooling. Higher education
is out of reach for the vast majority: the me-
dian gross

enrollment ratio in higher education is less
than 10 percent in the majority of countries
in Africa. As

more secondary school leavers reach the
portals of traditional universities and tertiary
education

institutions, policymakers are forced to of-
ten expand access with significantly lower
quality. Digital

technologies, especially the possibility of
online learning, offer the potential of vastly
expand access

to postsecondary education.

World Bank Report on Africa Digital Trans-
formation:

Access to the internet remains out of reach
for most people in the continent, with only
22% reporting having access in 2017. Too
few citizens have digital IDs or transaction
accounts — locking them out of access to criti-
cal services and e-commerce. Digital startups
struggle to attract funding and ‘traditional

businesses are only slowly adopting digital
technologies and platforms to boost produc-
tivity and sales.

Few governments are investing strategically
and systematically in developing digital infra-
structure, services, skills, and entrepreneur-
ship.

To become tomorrow’s innovators, entre-
preneurs, and leaders, Africa’s youth need to
be empowered with the digital skills and ac-
cess to technology and markets that are essen-
tial to thrive in an increasingly digitized glob-
al economy. Governments need to find more
nimble and effective means of delivering ser-
vices and interacting with citizens. Business-
es need to utilize digitally-centered business
models to connect with the hundreds of mil-
lions of customers previously out of reach due
to geography or low income.

Africa has the opportunity to harness the
digital economy as a driver of growth and
innovation, but if it fails to bridge the digital
divide its economies risk isolation and stag-
nation.

The WBG Digital Economy for Africa
(DE4A) flagship initiative supports the digital
transformation strategy for Africa prepared
by the African Union (AU). The DE4A initi-
ative recognizes that the digital economy can
help accelerate the achievement of the UN
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and
the World Bank Group’s twin goals.

National Digital Economy Policy and Strat-
egy (NDEPS): 2020-2030
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Nigeria is also has made moves in line with
the AU charter on Digital Economy with
the drafting and crafting of a National Poli-
cy on Digital Economy (2020-2030) which
was launched in 2019 by Ex-President Mu-
hammed Buharin 2019.

The National Digital Economy Policy and
Strategy was developed to reposition the Ni-
gerian Economy in order to take advantage of
the many opportunities that digital technolo-
gies provide

NITDA reported that the Nigeria tech eco-
system attracted about $4.4bn investment
between 2015 and 2020, and ICT contribut-
ed about 18.5% of the nation’s GDP. NITDA
also supported about 753 start-ups in differ-
ent ways through training, seed funding, and
grants.

The Director-General of, the National In-
formation Technology Development Agency
(NITDA), Kashifu Inuwa, disclosed recently
that Nigerias digital economy space has re-
corded over $4.4 billion in investments as
a result of strategic collaborations and pro-
grams

Inuwa said Nigeria could potentially and
significantly boost its digital economy by
ensuring the equal participation of women
in the digital economy. Making reference to
statistics made available by the Council on
Foreign Affairs, he revealed that womens
participation in all sub-sectors of the digital
economy is equivalent to men’s participation,
and the country stands to gain a whopping
$230 billion in GDP growth by the year 2025.

He explained that the United Nations (UN)
estimated that Nigerias female population
was 104 million, as Africa’s largest economy,
Nigeria has much to gain by facilitating the
inclusion of women in technology industries
and bridging the digital divide.

According to him, “NITDA has over the
years been implementing several strategic
programmes and initiatives, which have seen
an investment of $4.4 billion in the last four
years?

The NITDA DG noted further that the Na-
tional Digital Economy Policy and Strategy
(NDEPS), which NITDA is primarily imple-
menting, has the objective of bridging the
digital gender gap by ensuring that the digital
skills training programmes incorporate chil-
dren, women, internally displaced persons,
and the physically challenged.

“In fulfillment of this strategy, we have taken

many steps to drive our nations prosperity by
boosting digital innovation for women, creat-
ing an enabling environment that maximizes
the potential of all Nigerian women, promot-
ing their ability to contribute to the economy,
and ensuring their improved quality of life
and well-being;” he mentioned

He highlighted some of the key initiatives
designed to support technology innovation
including the Technology Entrepreneurship
and Innovation Support Scheme (TIES); Idea
Hatch (iHatch); Bridge to Mass Challenge
Nigeria and MIT-REAP Abuja, which has
translated into the establishment of a vibrant
innovation ecosystem and creation of 33,500
direct and indirect jobs in 2020.

The Policy has as its Vision ““To transform
Nigeria into a leading digital economy pro-
viding quality life and digital economies for
all” while its mission says “We build a nation
where digital innovation and

entrepreneurship is used to create value and
prosperity for all’>

Objectives of the National Digital Economy
and Strategy

Some of the objectives of Nigerias Digital
Economy Policy and Strategy document are:

o Target 70% broadband penetration in 4
years

« To accelerate the digitalization of govern-
ment processes and improve service delivery,

transparency, and accountability;

« To improve trust, confidence, and security
around digital processes and activities;

« To attract and grow digital jobs across all
sectors of the economy

« To develop the technology start-up eco-
system by actively promoting innovation and

« entrepreneurship

« To support the digital literacy of Nigerian
Citizens, Business, and Government workers
and enable them to acquire cutting-edge dig-
ital skills

« To achieve a 95% Digital Literacy Level in
Nigeria within the next 10 years;

« ix. To develop a digital education curric-
ulum to meet the current and future needs of
the Digital Economy;

o To ensure that indigenous technology
companies are able to participate actively
in the government-funded technology pro-
grammes

« To ensure that the policy and regulatory
instruments are fit-for-purpose and actually
support the digital business environment.

Pillars and Objectives of the National Digi-
tal Economy Policy and Strategy

The National Digital Economy Policy and
Strategy is anchored on the 8 pillars of the
‘DIGITAL NIGERIA Roadmap of the Feder-
al Ministry of Communications and Digital
Economy (FMoCDE). These pillars are:
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1) Developmental Regulation (effective reg-
ulation of the ICT and digital sector in a way
that enables development);

2) Digital Literacy and Skills (providing
policy backing for massive training of Nige-
rians from all works of life in order to ena-
ble them to obtain digital literacy and other
digital skills. This pillar will also facilitate
the training of Nigerians.);

3) Solid Infrastructure (deployment of
fixed and mobile infrastructure to deepen
the broadband penetration in the country);

4) Service Infrastructure (support for
Government Digital Services and the pro-
vision of robust digital platforms to drive
the digital economy);

5)  Soft Infrastructure (strengthening
public confidence in the use of digital tech-
nologies and participation in the digital
economy);

6) Digital Services Development and Pro-
motion (development of a vibrant digital
ecosystem that supports Innovation Enter-
prises (IDE) and Micro Small and Medium
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Enterprises

(MSME:s) in a way that engenders inno-
vation);

7) Digital Society and Emerging Technol-
ogies (focus on tying the development of
the digital economy to indices of well-being
in the lives of ordinary citizens; mentoring
startups on emerging technologies and de-
ploying their solutions);

8) Indigenous Content Development and
Adoption (provision of a policy framework
that gives preference to digitally skilled Ni-
gerians for government-funded projects
in line with Executive Orders 003 and 005
of the administration of Ex-President Mu-
hammadu Buhari

Key Institutions that have a role to play
in the Success of the Digital Economy
The National Digital Economy Policy and
Strategy identifies these institutions and
bodies as very key to the successful imple-
mentation of the Digital Economy Policy

a. Federal Ministry of Communications
and Digital Economy

b. Nigerian Communications Commis-
sion

c. National Information Technology De-
velopment Agency

d. Galaxy Backbone Plc

e. Nigerian Communications Satellite Ltd

f. Federal Ministry of Science and Tech-
nology

g. National Office for Technology Acqui-
sition and Promotion

h. Nigerian Computer Society

i. Computer Professionals (Registration

j. Council of Nigeria)

k. Association of Telecommunications
Companies of Nigeria

1. Association of Licensed Telecom Oper-
ators of Nigeria

m. National Identity Management Com-
mission

n. Media Houses
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NCC Positions Nigeria for Lead
Role in Global Digital Economy

n the deployment of ICT and digital

economy to drive growth, there is a rev-

olution taking place in Nigeria which is

already pushing the country on the front
row of advanced knowledge economies. Grad-
ually and consistently, the Nigerian economy
is being jumpstarted, not only to be competi-
tive but to be a force to be reckoned with in the
interconnected world.

Welcome to the era touted as the 4th Indus-
trial Revolution where modern economic re-
sources reside in space, albeit digital.

For Nigeria, all these are being facilitated
aggressively by the Nigerian Communication
Commission (NCC) with the proven impact
of remarkable capability and ability to gener-
ate and distribute wealth among the over 200
million Nigerians.

NCC’s Projects and Contributions to Na-
tional Growth

Telecoms Contribution to National GDP

For some years, the telecoms industry has
witnessed phenomenal growth and remained
amajor contributor to Nigeria’s national econ-
omy. The Sector in the first quarter of 2023,
delivered N2.508 to the nation’s gross domes-
tic product (GDP), representing 14.13 per-
cent. The National Bureau of Statistics (NBS)
showed that the sector recorded a 4.3 percent
increase from its performance in the last quar-
ter of 2022 when it recorded 13.55 percent.
The growth trajectory has been a positive pro-
gression from 12.94 percent in the first quarter
of 2022. The GDP figure was 15.35 percent as
of the third quarter of 2022, higher than 14.20
percent in the same quarter of the previous
year. The percentage of telecom contribution
to GDP was calculated from 46 distinct sectors
of the economy, which constitute telecom and
information services baskets. The quantum
leap from just 8.5 percent in 2015 was a mar-
ket response to the excellent regulation of the
sector by the NCC’s management successive
administrations.

Teledensity

Growth in telecom access is vital to the suc-

Dr. Aminu Maida
EVC/CEO, Nigerian Communications Commission (NCC)

cess of the digital economy and is essential to
the success of communication services in the
country. Earlier this year, the NCC reported
that the number of Nigerians without access
to telecommunication services fell by 37.04
percent to 27 million in 2022. This was made
possible by the continuous market-friendly in-
itiatives and policies of the NCC.

For instance, total active telephone lines

available to Nigerians which stood at 151
million as of December 2015 have soared to
222.57 million, representing 47.39 percent.

Telecom access grew by about 11.26 percent
in 2022, despite a 46.89 percent decline in For-
eign Direct Investment, the NCC disclosed.

A recently released 2022 Subscriber/Net-
work Data Annual Report stated that oper-
ators rolled out 12,882 more base stations in
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2022, to increase the total number to 127,294
from 114,412 in 2021 and boost the reach of
telecom services, such as calls, Internet, and

more.

The increase in access to telecom services
was reflected in increased broadband pene-
tration to 47.36 percent as of December 2022
from 40.88 percent in the prior year and in-
creased active subscriptions from 195.46 mil-
lion subscriptions in 2021 to 222.57 million.

Also, teledensity rose from 102.40 percent
in 2021 to 116.60 percent in 2022, while Inter-
net subscriptions grew from 141.97 million in
2021 to 154.85 million last year.

The NCC noted that 93.90 percent of the
population was covered by a 2G network,
86.82 percent of the population had a 3G net-
work, and 80.86 percent of the population had
been covered by an LTE/WiMAX network.
Growth in the rollout of fibre (terrestrial and
submarine) which stood at 96,198 km last
year from 86,057km as of 2021 provided the
backbone for the 46.77 percent surge of data
consumption in the country to 518,381.78TB.

The NCC has worked tirelessly to ensure it
brings telecom services to people living in ru-
ral, unserved, and underserved areas of this
country, totaling 37 million people”

Telecom Investment Inflow

From less than $500 million investment in
2001, the investment profile in the nation’ tel-
ecom sector hit $38 billion in 2015. Since then,
the sector has further attracted investments
from both local and foreign investors, leading
to the current over $70 billion valuation of the
sector. The impact of the investment flow trig-
gered development in the other sectors. Tele-
com’s FDI was $399.91m in 2022.

Broadband Penetration

Nigeria is a telecommunications power-
house, with 82 percent of Africa’s continent’s
telecom subscribers and 29 percent of the con-
tinent’s internet consumption. The country is
currently rated eleventh in terms of internet
penetration and seventh in mobile phone us-
age globally out of 131 economies surveyed
in four categories, which include: technology
(infrastructure), governance, people, and im-
pact.

The Commission surpassed the 30 percent
broadband penetration target in 2018 through
various policy initiatives which was further
increased to 42.02 percent as of July 2020, pro-
viding a solid foundation to drive the national
efforts at achieving the new 70 percent broad-
band penetration target set in Nigeria Nation-
al Broadband Plan (NNBP) 2020-2025. The

latest data indicate that from 105.06 million in
October 2018, basic internet subscriptions hit
154.84 million at the end of 2022, representing
47.38 percent growth.

The global data collected by the National
Network Readiness Index (NRI) team re-
vealed that digital transformation was a global
imperative in order to maximize the social and
economic effects of the digital era, thus placing
Nigeria in the fast lane of an inclusive digital
economy.

The NCC has recognized its role as an agent
of social and economic transformation in the
nation and assured it will continue to prioritize
network readiness as a strategic necessity. This
is required for reskilling and upskilling oppor-
tunities which the Commission is expected to
make available, accessible, and affordable in
order to have more inclusive and sustainable
economies and societies.

Similarly, broadband or high-speed internet
penetration has been driven deeper through
various policies and initiatives of the agency.
Globally, growth in broadband is acknowl-
edged to reflect a direct positive impact on the
GDP fortune and Nigeria is not an exception.

After achieving the 30 percent broadband
penetration target stipulated in the Nigeria
National Broadband Plan (NNBP) 2013-2018,




the NCC is now ready to deliver a 70 percent
penetration target by 2025 as contained in the
current National Broadband Plan 2020-2025.

At the end of December 2022, Nigeria had
already attained 47.36 percent penetration
which translated into 90.4 million connections
to the high-speed internet in the country.

NCC and the Deployment of Next-gen
Technologies

As of 2015, the third-generation long-term
evolution (3G LTE) was in vogue but now the
bar of internet connectivity has been raised to
fourth-generation long-term evolution (4G
LTE) quality of service. Currently, Nigeria is
an early adopter of the fifth-generation inter-
net technology (5G) after the NCC licensed
MTN Nigeria, Mafab Communications, and
Airtel Nigeria to roll out the fastest internet
tech the world has ever seen.

Quality and Cost of Service

NCC has consistently addressed quality of
service delivery through effective monitoring
of Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) and
the development of KPIs for 3G and 4G to
enhance the quality-of-service experience for
telecom consumers. Even as service quality
improves, there has also been a reduction in
the cost of data by well over 75 percent from
$11.15in mid-2014 to $2.78 at the end of 2019.

According to a study by Research ICT Africa
(RIAS) 1GB Basket Statistics, the average cost
of data has come down to around N500 from
N1000 per Gigabyte of data, considering the
fact that most operators now offer 2GB of data
for N'1000 or even less.

The NCC also executed spectrum auctions,
re-planning, and re-farming to optimise the
usage of the scarce resource, especially as fa-
cilitated by the SVP 2015-2020 and also in the
SVP 2021-2025

The plan was to make NCC the first telecoms
regulator to embark on 5G technology in West
Africa. After a rigorous process, the NCC con-
ducted the auction of 3.5GHz spectrum to
deploy a 5G network during which the listed
telecom firms emerged as the winners.

From the auction, the NCC raked in over
$773 million which was remitted into the FG’s
Consolidated Revenue Fund (CRF) on the
5G auction. This is in addition to the revenue
it generated between 2015 and early 2020,
wherein the sum of N344.71 billion was re-
mitted to the Federal Government’s CRF from
spectrum fees and operating surplus.

Prevention of Cybercrime

The NCC initiated a synergy with the finan-
cial sector security allied agencies in order to
achieve the nation’s quest for efficient and safe
financial services while it also collaborated
with others in enhancing the establishment of
the Nigeria Computer Emergency Response
Team (ngCERT) Coordination Centre. The
Centre provides prevention for cybercrime
and how to stay safe and protect identity and
data particularly, in the post-Covid era.

Support to Learning and Research

The NCC has aggressively promoted re-
search and innovation through collaboration
with academia and the “hood, town, and in-
dustry”. This includes the award of generous
grants to academia to pursue research relevant
to the telecommunications industry.

The NCC'’s role in enhancing research and
development in Nigerias educational insti-
tutions was premised on consequent linkage
with industry for capacity and enhanced re-
search in universities, polytechnics, and other
colleges. To him, this will help to make the
educational sector competitive in the global
milieu.

The NCC’s Consumer-centric Project

The NCC has aggressively promoted the
“Consumer is king” mantra. It believes the
consumer is entitled to a safe environment to
live free from telecoms and cyber harassment
or e-fraud. The Commission has been diligent

in taking measures to stem ‘e-pollution’ which
includes unsolicited messages, consumption
of sub-standard devices, regulation of e-waste,
prompt and efficient handling of consumer
complaints, etc.

This is even more relevant now that consum-
ersare increasingly relying on telecommunica-
tion networks for financial transactions. It has,
therefore, seen the need to ensure the safety of
personal data through constant and continu-
ous consumer engagement. This explains the
NCCss efforts to tighten SIM registrations and
curb such practices as call masking/refilling
and SIM boxing, which are avenues for per-
petuating e-fraud.

Promotion of Fair Competition

The Commission has been mindful of the
role of fair competition, fairness, firm, and
forthright practices in stimulating growth
in the telecommunication industry and ICT
among the staff. These ideals and practices in-
still confidence in cyberspace, which in turn,
attracts both local and national investors.

NCC’S DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION
FORMULA

Putting strong regulation into Nigeria’s dig-
ital strategy is the hallmark of the Nigerian
Communication Commission (NCC).

The last 8 years of Nigeria’s digital space have
witnessed phenomenal growth authenticated
by an upswing in expansion drive, deep pen-
etration, growth in investments, adoption of
digital solutions to solve problems, accessibili-
ty, and affordability. The period was also char-
acterized by a boom in infrastructure, foreign
direct investments, employment generation,
and a thunderclap from operators using the
improved digital infrastructure to boost Nige-
rias Economy across all sectors.

With a strong commitment to optimizing in
full the potential of the digital world, the NCC
successfully changed the way we buy, the way
we market, the way we communicate, the way
we travel, and more significantly the way we
do and offer business solutions with precision.
All sectors in Nigeria today have experienced
the power of digitization and automation and
are now reaping the benefits of a well-man-
aged regulatory agency of the government that
is determined to put Nigeria on the front row
of enlightened societies.

As the coast of digital literacy in Nigeria gets
enlarged, the sector is experiencing more pos-
sibilities, co-opetition, and adoption of shared
services, and consequently, successful innova-
tors are birthing new ideas consistently.

As a dynamic agency, the NCC has become
a pacesetter in driving Nigerias digital blue-
print. It has continued to drive all arms of gov-
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ernment that have to do with Nigerias digital
economy and infrastructure to collaborate to
improve the digital space is exemplary and a
mark of transformational and visionary lead-
ership.

A bold and courageous initiative by the
Commission has laid a solid foundation for
the growth of the sector as it builds the ca-
pacity and deploys strategic, rational, and sys-
tematic management style which has earned it
accolades and admiration among the federal
government agencies and key stakeholders.
This has also strengthened the operations and
hyped the reputation of the NCC among gov-
ernment agencies.

The NCC'’s successive administrations have
ensured landmark developments that have
leapfrogged Nigeria as a fast-emerging econ-
omy to watch. Nigeria currently presents
growth indices that are comparable to the
United States and China, the leading countries
in the data-driven digital economy. The NCC
has visibly pushed and developed digital tech-
nologies to transform markets and open eco-
nomic opportunities for Nigerians in diverse
fields.

Today, the NCC's giant strides in the areas of
innovation and the execution of pivotal pro-
jects have stimulated, promoted, and impact-
ed start-ups and existing businesses, thus driv-
ing revenue, investments, and national growth
as well as directly improving the standard of
living of Nigerians. It is very clear that Nigeria
will soon take a good share of the worlds digi-
tal economy which currently stands at 16% ($
11.5 trillion) of the global economy, according
to Oxford Economics and World Economic
Forum. The Secretary-General of the World
Digital Cooperation Organisation (WDCO),
expects the digital economy to grow tremen-
dously with a contribution of 30% to the glob-
al GDP, and create 30 million jobs by 2030.

Indisputably, the NCC has earned its reputa-
tion for living up to its mandate in delivering
digital values for the socio-economic uplift-
ment of Nigerians and at the same time engen-
dering a conducive environment for operators
and investors to thrive in the sector.

The Commission after due consultation
with industry stakeholders in the telecom and
digital ecosystems came up with the Strategic
Vision Plan - SVP 1 (2015-2020). This was up-
dated with SVP 2 (2021-2025). The Strategic
Vision Plans (SVP 1 & 2) form the key pillars
of the NCC’s strategic operations which were
within the context of the broad National Poli-
cy on Digital Economy (2020-2030) launched
in 2019 by Ex-President Muhammed Buhari.

The SVP 1 focused on an 8-Point Agenda,
whose diligent implementation significantly
improved the growth and the sector’s con-
tribution to national GDP from 2015 to date

. M Ny
As a dynamic
agency, the
NCC has

become a pacesetter
in driving Nigeria's
digital blueprint. It
has continued to
drive all arms of
government that have
to do with Nigeria’s
digital economy and
infrastructure to
collaborate to improve
the digital space is
exemplary and a mark
of transformational
and visionary
leadership.

consists of the following - Facilitate Broad-
band Penetration, Improve quality of Service,
Optimizing Usage and Benefits of Spectrum,
Promote ICT Innovation and Investment
Opportunities, Facilitate Strategic Collabora-
tion and Partnership, Empower and Protect

Consumers, Promote Fair Competition and
Inclusive Growth and lastly, Ensure Regulato-
ry Excellence and Operational Efficiency were
the key planks of the SVP 1 (2015-2020).

Based on the need to take the Commission
to greater heights and proactively plan for
future challenges, the NCC developed SVP
2 (2021 - 2025), which was unveiled on Sep-
tember 7, 2021. The SVP 2 took cognizance
of the several notable advancements in the
Nigerian telecom industry, as well as the cur-
rent global realities such as the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU)'s Strategic
Plan (2020 -2023), the Commission’s Strate-
gic Management Plan (SMP) 2020-2024, the
National Digital Economy Policy and Strategy
(NDEPS) 2020-2030 for a digital Nigeria, the
National Broadband Plan (NBP) 2020-2025
and the Economic Recovery and Growth Plan
(ERGP) of the Federal Government.

The SVP 2 has a 5-Point Agenda: Organi-
zational Renewal for Operational Efficiency
and Regulatory Excellence; Facilitating the
Provision of Infrastructure for a Digital Econ-
omy which fosters National Development;
Promote Fair Competition, Inclusive Growth,
Increased investment, and Innovative Ser-
vices; Improve Quality of Service (QoS) for
Enhanced Consumer Quality of Experience
(QoE); and Facilitate Strategic Collaboration
and Partnership.

In Nigeria today, the NCC stands out among
its peers in exceeding expectations of perfor-
mance which has earned it over 20 Awards for
excellent operations from reputable institu-
tions locally and globally.

116 | BEGECBMMENF |OCTOBER, 2023



Spotlight on the NCC

A technocrat of many parts, Dr. Aminu
Maida takes over as the NCC’s Boss

A seasoned technical and professional
technocrat, Engineer Aminu Maida has tak-
en over as the Executive Vice-chairman of
the Nigerian Communication Commission
(NCC), a key agency under the Ministry of
Communications, Innovation, and Digital
Economy.

Before taking the helm at the NCC, Aminu
Maida served in various capacities, gaining a
wealth of experience in the technology and
telecommunications sectors.

Maida, a PhD in Electrical & Electronic En-
gineering holder, until his latest appointment
was the Executive Director, Technology and
Operations at Nigeria Inter-Bank Settlement
System Plc (NIBSS), the countrys central
switch company owned by the Central Bank
of Nigeria (CBN) and all licensed Deposit
Money Banks (DMBs) in Nigeria.

With a background in financial technology
and telecoms, he has accumulated over 15
years of multifaceted and international expe-
rience in FinTech, Telecoms, and Enterprise
Technology.

Maida brings a wealth of experience and a
promising vision to the telecommunication
regulatory authority.

His professional journey has been marked
by a commitment to excellence and a relent-
less pursuit of innovation. Prior to his ap-
pointment at NIBSS, Maida was CTO at the
Nigerian-based FinTech Arca Payments Net-

work and Senior Manager at Cisco Systems
UK. In this capacity, he contributed to the
advancement of financial technology solu-
tions in Nigeria

Earlier, between 2010 and 2014, Maida had
worked as a Network Design Consultant at
EE, EE, part of BT Group, and one of the larg-
est mobile communications companies in the
UK.

Between 2006 and 2010 he was a System
Engineer at Ubiquisys, a leading company in
intelligent 3G and LTE small cells, which is
now part of Cisco.

The new NCC boss is not just a seasoned
professional but a highly educated one. He
holds an MEng in Information Systems En-
gineering from Imperial College London,
an institution renowned for its excellence in
technology and engineering. Furthermore,
his pursuit of knowledge led him to earn a
PhD in Electrical and Electronic Engineer-
ing from the University of Bath, UK. Maida
graduated from the Imperial College London
in 2002,

Between 2018 and 2019, Maida completed a
Post postgraduate diploma in Entrepreneur-
ship (FinTech Pathway) program at the Cam-
bridge Judge Business School.

Maida, though appointed from outside the
Nigerian telecom industry has vast experi-
ence in telecom operations.

Aminu Maida was born in 1979 to the late

Mallam Wada Maida, a distinguished figure
from Katsina State who served as the Chief
Press Secretary to former President Muham-
madu Buhari during his tenure as the head of
state

Key Tasks Before Maida:

The implementation of the Nigeria National
Broadband Plan (NNBP 2020-2025), has now
become more challenging as penetration has
been declining in the last few months and will
be one of the immediate tasks the new NCC
boss must look into with a view to staying fo-
cused on target.

With a target of 70% broadband penetration
by 2025 and penetration currently at 45.57%,
all eyes will be on Maida to deliver on this tar-
get and address other burning telecom issues
such as poor quality of service, and declining
investments in telecom, among others.

Attracting foreign capital to deepen devel-
opment and growth will also be a major task
for the Maida as the nation grapples with de-
clining foreign investments.

He will also need to look into creating a
friendly business environment through con-
stant dialogue and stakeholder engagement
to remove areas of conflict, thereby encourag-
ing and attracting private investments.

Impressing the telecom service providers to
improve customer service experience will be
a task for Maida.

10 Things to Know About Dr. Aminu Maida

1) Career Record: Aminu Maida is
a seasoned technical professional with over
15 years of diverse experience in FinTech,
Telecoms, and Enterprise Technology.

2) Previous Roles: Before his ap-
pointment as the Executive Vice Chair-
man of the Nigerian Communications
Commission (NCC), Maida served as the
Executive Director of Technology and Op-
erations at Nigeria Inter-Bank Settlement
System Plc (NIBSS), a central switch com-
pany owned by the Central Bank of Nigeria
and all licensed Deposit Money Banks in
Nigeria.

3) International Experience:
Aminu Maida has gained international ex-
perience working in various roles. He was
previously the Chief Technology Officer at
Arca Payments Network, a Nigerian-based
FinTech company, and a Senior Manager at
Cisco Systems UK.

4) Experience in the UK: Between
2010 and 2014, Maida worked as a Net-

work Design Consultant at EE, a part of
BT Group and one of the largest mobile
communications companies in the UK.

5) Ubiquisys Years: From 2006 to
2010, he served as a System Engineer at
Ubiquisys, a leading company in intelligent
3G and LTE small cells, which is now part
of Cisco.

6) Academic Qualifications: Aminu
Maida holds an MEng in Information Sys-
tems Engineering from Imperial College
London (2002) and a PhD in Electrical and
Electronic Engineering from the Universi-
ty of Bath UK (2006). He also completed
a Post Graduate Diploma in Entrepreneur-
ship (FinTech Pathway) program at the
Cambridge Judge Business School between
2018 and 2019.

7) Recommendation: A former
colleague, Jon Webb-Peploe, commend-
ed Maida on LinkedIn, praising his tech-
nical competence, business acumen, and
strong leadership abilities. He emphasized

Maida’s dedication to the user, agility, and
strong technical skills.

8) Industry  Transition: Aminu
Maida’s appointment to the NCC is notable
as he comes from outside the Nigerian tele-
com industry, bringing a fresh perspective
and extensive experience in telecom oper-
ations.

9) Challenges Ahead: Maida in-
herits several unfinished projects from his
predecessor, including the implementation
of the Nigeria National Broadband Plan
(NNBP 2020-2025). Achieving the target
of 70% broadband penetration by 2025
will be a significant task, considering the
current rate stands at 45.57%.

10) Focus Areas: As the new NCC
Executive Vice Chairman, Maida faces
critical issues in the telecom sector, includ-
ing addressing poor quality of service, de-
clining investments in telecom, and other
industry challenges.
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NCC boss, Maida, lists priority agenda - - - to drive

he new Executive Vice Chairman

(EVC) of the Nigerian Commu-

nications Commission (NCC),

Dr. Aminu Maida, has said he
would advance the nation’s digital trans-
formation agenda with zeal to achieve the
promises of President Bola Ahmed Tinu-
bu’s Renewed Hope agenda.

He stated that the NCC will focus strate-
gically on ensuring all Nigerians have ac-
cess to affordable and reliable broadband
services, by ensuring “effective broadband
infrastructure diffusion across the length
and breadth of Nigeria”

Maida gave this hint on the direction of
his administration at a meeting with the
Senior Management team of NCC at the
Commission’s Head Office in Abuja.

Dr. Maida explained that the pursuit of
improved service on the networks will be
one of his priorities, as well as supporting
the vision of the Federal Government and
the Ministry of Communications, Innova-
tions, and Digital Economy.

“Considering the fact that many peo-
ple are going more digital and virtual in
everything they do, the telecom infrastruc-
ture is now under much stress. President
Tinubu’s vision emphasizes the need to
build more robust broadband connectivity
that will not only facilitate seamless digital
transactions but also serve as the bedrock
for e-governance and other socio-economic
initiatives,” he said.

“As such, we would align with this aspi-
ration to increase broadband penetration
to 70 per cent and to cover 90 per cent of
the population by 2025. Therefore, we need
to build a reliable telecom industry with
impressive quality of service (QoS) indi-
cators with quality of experience (QoE) as
our watchword and ultimate goal. This also
requires us to address a number of issues
such as the Right of Way (RoW) challenge,
ensuring security of our telecom infrastruc-
ture, among others. Efforts must be made
to significantly improve service delivery by
ensuring the NCC is performance-driven,’
he said.

“Mr. President has a very clear agenda
from which all of us are going to take our

direction. The two major areas are job
creation and enabling the digital econ-
omy. Where we are going in a nutshell is;
everything that we do in this Commission
has to align directly with the Strategic Plan
of the Hon. Minister of Communications,
Innovations and Digital Economy, Dr Bo-
sun Tijani and ultimately to the Renewed
Hope agenda of His Excellency, President
Bola Ahmed Tinubu. We would not deviate
from that.

“We would not entertain anything that
deviates from this direction because my key
performance indicators (KPIs) are fed into
the Minister’s KPIs and the President’s KPIs
come from the electorate that put him into
power. The Hon Minister has said clearly
that he is ready to build a robust digital in-
frastructure and empower three million Ni-
gerians digitally and we have to do our best
to support him in this regard,” Maida said.

He stated further that, in the Strategic
Plan of the Minister, there was a plan to
empower three million Nigerians in digi-
tal skills and entrepreneurship, adding that

this will require the Commission to support
Digital Bridge Institute (DBI) as a digital
training institution, to be well positioned in
driving the government’s agenda on youth
empowerment.

The EVC also emphasised the importance
of effective spectrum management and uti-
lisation in supporting the envisioned digi-
tal connectivity agenda, which is critical to
service deployment to the generality of Ni-
gerians and businesses in the country.

Maida, while appreciating his predeces-
sors and the entire staff of the Commission
for the laudable role being played in the
digital transformation of all sectors by stim-
ulating the deployment of baseline telecom
infrastructure, however, called on the staff
of the Commission to join his leadership
with a sense of purpose as a team towards
advancing the actualisation of the Presi-
dent’s Renewed Hope agenda, which, he
said, recognises a thriving digital economy
in achieving sustainable development and
quality of life for all citizens.
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AGENCIES AND THE ROLES THEY PLAY IN THE DIGITAL REVOLUTION

NIGCOMSAT

Visi
To be the leading satellite communication
solutions provider in Nigeria and Africa.

Mission

To provide seamless connectivity and satel-
lite communication solutions through inno-
vation.

NICOMSAT FLEET

NigComSat-1

NigComSat 1 is a geosynchronous commu-
nication satellite, Nigeria’s third satellite and
first communication satellite. It was launched
on 13th May 2007. On November 11th 2008,
it failed in orbit after losing power as a result of
abnormalities in its solar array.

NigComSat-1R

NigComSat-1R is an improved replacement
of NigComSat-1. This geosynchronous com-
munication satellite was launched on the 19th
of December 2011 in Xichang, China. It pro-
vides broadband, bandwidth leasing, broad-
casting, navigation, and other value-added
services for homes and businesses in rural and
urban areas.

NigComSat Services
Transponder Leasing:

NigCombSat-1R is built with radiation-hard-
ened technology, high reliability, onboard soft-
ware re-programmable ability, fault tolerance,
redundant components, and high efficiency.

28 transponders and 7 antennas guarantee
stronger footprints and center beams over
the African, European, and Asian continents
better look angles, and shorter latency for in-
tra-African communications traffic. Adequate
fade margin compensation for attenuation
losses by rain guarantee increased reliability
and availability.

NigComSat-1Rs Ku-band offers lowered
costs for broadband services arising from
frequency re-use techniques, competitively
priced transmission capacity, small antennas,
and reduced terminal prices. With the prom-
ise of unimaginable applications, NigCom-

Nkechi Egerton Idehen
NIGCOMSAT MD

Sat-1R is truly the first in Africa.

NIGCOMSAT LTD offers transponder leas-
ing services on its Ku-band, C-band, and Ka-
band platforms on board NigComSat-1R.

The Ku-band comprises 14 transponders of
31.5MHz each with 3 beams over West Africa,
Southern Africa, and Kashi

The C-band comprises 14 transponders of
36MHz each with coverage over West, East
and Central Africa

While Ka-band has 8 transponders of
120MHz each for broadcast and trucking. It
has three fixed spot beams over Nigeria, Eu-
rope, and South Africa.

Navigation Services:

Nigerian Satellite Augmentation System
(NSAS) is a Satellite-Based Augmentation Sys-
tem (SBAS) meant to close the gap and meet
the need for an augmentation system in the
African continent. It is a Navigation Overlay
Service (NOS) similar to the European Geo-
stationary Navigation Overlay Service (EG-
NOS) arising from the need to provide Con-
tinuity, Availability, Integrity, and Accuracy of
GNSS signals. This is done by making differ-
ential corrections of the signals and broadcast-
ing the integrity messages as an augmented
signal in the L1 and L5 frequencies globally
through NigComSat-1R for wider coverage.
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This enables it to meet requirements to be
suitable for Aviation, Maritime, Public Safety,
the effectiveness of Location-based Services
for Emergencies, Crisis management, etc.

NIGCOMSAT is poised to provide a safe
and precise Satellite-based augmentation sys-
tem (SBAS) for productivity and value propo-
sition over Africa and beyond with a mission
to provide highly precise navigation and po-
sitioning services for public safety, transporta-
tion, geographic information system, security
of critical and strategic national infrastructure
in a mix of free and controlled market.

Strategic application areas are:

1. Transportation (Aviation, Maritime, Rail,
Road & Inland Waterways).

2. Oil and Gas Sector.

3. Civil Engineering, Survey, Geographic In-
formation System (GIS).

4. Public Safety, Disaster Preparedness and
Security of strategic national infrastructure,

Utility Management.

5. High-yield agricultural practice, Tourism
Promotion, Environmental Protection, and
Scientific Research among others.

The signal-in-space (SIS) with Pseudo Ran-
dom Noise (PRN) Code 147 is currently un-
dergoing test bed experimentation and trials
to characterize and validate performance pa-
rameters.

National Information Technology
Development Agency (NITDA)

National Information Technology Develop-
ment Agency (NITDA) was created in April
2001 to implement the Nigerian Information
Technology Policy and coordinate general IT
development in the country.

It is mandated to create a framework for the
planning, research, development, standardi-
zation, application, coordination, monitoring,
evaluation, and regulation of Information
Technology practices, activities, and systems
in Nigeria.

Its role, therefore, is to develop, regulate
and advise on Information technology in the
country through regulatory standards, guide-
lines, and policies. Additionally, NITDA is the
clearing house for all IT projects and infra-
structural development in the country. It is the
prime Agency for e-government implementa-
tion, Internet governance, and general IT de-

velopment in Nigeria.

NITDA is poised to actualise its mammoth
mandate through strategic and inclusive
stakeholder management, local and interna-
tional partnership, and efficient utilisation of
resources in the interest of Nigeria.

NITDA's Mandate

« To operate and implement the National IT
policy and to give effect to provisions of the
National Information Technology Develop-
ment Agency Act (NITDA Act) of 2007

o To ensure that the entire citizenry is em-
powered with Information Technologies
through the development of a critical mass of
IT-proficient and globally competitive man-
power;

o To enter into strategic alliances with the

private sector as well as international organ-
izations for the actualization of the IT vision

« To develop and regulate the Information
Technology Sector in Nigeria

 To ensure that Information Technology
resources are readily available to promote effi-
cient national development

« To create IT awareness and ensure univer-
sal access in order to promote IT diffusion in
all sectors of our national life

o To ensure Simple, Moral, Accountable,
Responsive, and Transparent (SMART) gov-
ernance, using the instrument of Information
Technology

o To eliminate waste and ensure that gov-
ernance and businesses are done in the glob-
al standard of using IT for easier, faster, and
cheaper delivery of services for the transfor-
mation of the Nigerian economy from a nat-
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Kashifu Inuwa Abdullahi
Director-General/CEO of NITDA

ural resource-based economy to that a knowl-
edge-driven one

« To encourage local production and man-
ufacture of IT components in a competitive
manner in order to generate foreign earnings
and create jobs

« To create the necessary enabling environ-
ment and facilitate private sector and Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI) in the IT sector in
Nigeria

« To improve food production and security

« To render advisory services to the public
sector on IT programs and projects;

. To propose relevant IT legislation
for the development and regulation of the sec-
tor

« To serve as a clearing house for all IT pro-
curement and services in the public sector

 To ensure that Information Technology
resources are readily available to promote Ni-
gerian development

« To ensure that Nigeria would benefit max-
imally, and also contribute meaningfully to the
global solutions to overcome the challenges of
the Information Age

o To empower Nigerians to participate in
software and IT system development

o To improve access to public information
for all citizens, bringing transparency to gov-
ernment processes

o To establish and develop IT infrastructure

and maximize its
use nationwide

o To stimulate
the private sec-
tor to become the
driving force for
IT creativity and
productivity and
competitiveness

» To encourage
government and
private sector joint
venture collabora-

tion in IT develop-
ment

o To enhance
national  security
and law enforce-
ment

o To develop
human capital
with an empha-
sis on creating

and supporting a
knowledge-based
economy

o To ensure In-
ternet governance
and supervision of
the management
of the country code top-level domain (ccTLD.
ng) on behalf of all Nigerians

NITDA Digital Economy Centres:

The project is to give rise to digital skills in
educational institutions and rural areas of the
country. In addition, Information Technology
(IT) knowledge is integrated into underserved
areas and cities so as to develop human capi-
tal and provide universal access to knowledge
with the aim of creating a knowledge-based
economy. A total of nine hundred and eighty-
eight (988) centres have been established
across the nation between 2007 to 2017.

The main objective of DJCC is to create
digital job/wealth, develop digital skills, and
promote the connection of underserved ar-
eas, schools, libraries, and institutions to
broadband Internet. The project is aimed at
facilitating a digital lifestyle in institutions, un-
derserved areas (rural), as well as in the com-
munities’ schools. Beneficiaries are expected
to share these facilities with their surrounding
communities on a commercial basis to sup-
port maintenance and ensure the sustainabili-
ty of the project.

Other objectives of this project include

To enhance the abilities of communities to
access information, manage local-level infor-
mation and disseminate this information to
external communities;

To create an enabling environment that will
nurture Innovation and Entrepreneurship;

To develop training & professional programs
to promote self-employment and entrepre-
neurship;

To provide & promote professional IT skills
to the community so that they are equipped
with industry-oriented quality education and
training;

To introduce practical computer courses to
improve the computer literacy of students,
teachers, and parents;

To impart education and training with the
aim of generating quality human resources in
the IT industry;

To impart a basic level IT Literacy program
for the rural & Semi-urban people;

To offer job-oriented courses like E-com-
merce, retail management, Web design, etc. to
enhance IT skills;

To bridge the gap relative working in neigh-
boring cities, towns, countries, or abroad with
those in the rural areas through the Internet
and e-mail; and

To ensure that local small-scale industries
have access to information about market pric-
es thus saving on time and travel costs.

Regulations

NITDA has been mandated by the Nation-
al Information Technology Development Act
(2007) to establish Standards, Guidelines, and
frameworks for the development, standardiza-
tion, and regulation of Information Technolo-
gy practices in Nigeria.

The Agency’s role, therefore, is to develop
Information technology in Nigeria through
the use of regulatory instruments. As a reg-
ulatory Agency, NITDA is the clearinghouse
for all Government Information Technology
projects and infrastructural development in
the country.

The instruments are designed to achieve the
Information Technology policy objectives by
providing frameworks within which to imple-
ment policies.

NITDA has published several instruments
and monitors their compliance with the devel-
opment of information technology in Nigeria.
The instruments serve as a minimum bench-
mark in the development and implementation
of information technology in Nigeria and are
enforceable by law.

The instruments are being reviewed fre-
quently due to the dynamic nature of the IT
environment and technology innovations.
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Galaxy Backbone was established by the
Federal Government of Nigeria to operate a
nationwide IP-based network that will pro-
vide a common platform for connectivity and
other infrastructure services for all Govern-
ment Ministries, Departments, and Agencies
(MDAs).

As per the mandate of its parent, the Federal
Ministry of Communication, Galaxy Back-
bone is responsible for the following:

Be the provider of shared ICT infrastructure,
applications, and services to all Federal Gov-
ernment MDAs and institutions.

Build and operate a single nationwide IP
broadband network to provide network ser-
vices to all Federal Government MDAs and
institutions.

Deploying and maintaining all national da-
tabase management systems and transversal
applications in government. These include
government-wide messaging and collabo-
ration, federal public service personnel and
payroll system, Government gateway, and na-
tional portal.

Set standards and guidelines for the support
of government MDAs in the acquisition and
acceptable usage of ICT infrastructure, appli-
cations, and services across different agencies
and government institutions.

Providing Wide Area Networks (WAN) and
Metropolitan Area Networks (MAN) to con-

nect all government entities.

Be the provider of technical support to the
Ministry of Communication Technology for
end-to-end Quality Assurance of ICT projects
and capacity building for ICT professionals in
government.

Corporate Goals & Objectives:

Vision: To become the leading enabler of
digital inclusion in Africa.

Mission: We provide state-of-the-art Digital
Infrastructure and Services for a Digital Nige-
ria.

Strategic Goal: To facilitate Nigerias e-Gov-
ernance through Digital Transformation and
broadband penetration.

Services:
Internet Services

GBB EXPRESS

10 - 45 Mbps High Speed Internet connec-
tivity for MDAs, Government VIP Residenc-
es, Private Residences and Small Office/Home
Office (SOHO) with Unlimited data down-
loads (Non-Volume Based). Suited for access
to cloud based multi-media services, stream-
ing and entertainment services.

It has option of managed Wifi Residential
Area Networks (RANs) and can support (up
to 30 devices)

Backbone Limited

GBB ULTRA PREMIUM

>45Mbps Super high-speed, high avail-
ability internet access via terrestrial last
mile with unlimited data upload/down-
load (Non-Volume Based) capacity for
Medium, Large Enterprises (MLEs) and
Government MDAs / SMEs who insist on
HOSTING PUBLIC FACING SERVICES
ON-PREMISE.

As service options, we provide multiple up-
stream capacities and dual ISPs with internet
load balancing and DNS load balancing as
well as inbound line failover.

GBB E-CONNECT
10 Mbps + super speed internet connectivity
Fiber-To-The Home (FTTX) and/or eLTE
bundle of services for Housing Estates.
Terms and Conditions apply.

GBB SOHO

10 Mbps + high-speed internet connectivity
and unlimited data downloads

Dedicated Fiber-To-The Office (FT'TX) and/
or eLTE bundle of services for small or home
offices.

Terms and Conditions apply.

Security Services:

GBB ATT&CK SERVICES

Adversary Tactics, Techniques and Com-
mon Knowledge (ATT & CK): A Cybersecuri-
ty service that provides managed detection &
and response against reconnaissance, code ex-
ecution, initial access, persistence, privileged
escalation, defense evasion and credential
access, Managed Threat Intelligence & Dark
Web and Risk Based Vulnerability.

A Cyber Security service that provides:

SIEM as a service with Access to Threat In-
telligence.

SOC as a service, 24x7 Incident Response
and Remediation assistance.

Network Intrusion Detection System setup
and integration as a service

Quarterly Vulnerability Assessment as a ser-
vice

GBB BRAND PROTECTION

A Brand and VIP identity protection solu-
tion that keeps your customers safe, your
brand secure, and your reputation managed.
It is important you protect your brand in the
digital space.
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NCC boss assures on more telecom
infrastructure - - - promises affordable internet

he Executive Vice Chairman of the
Nigerian Communications Com-
mission, Dr. Aminu Maida, has
assured that he would prioritize af-
fordable and dependable broadband internet
services accessible to all Nigerian citizens.

In a statement released by the Commission’s
Director of Public Affairs, Reuben Muoka,
on Wednesday, the NCC boss informed the
senior management team that he would re-
orient the Commission’s regulatory priorities
to support President Bola Ahmed Tinubu’s
Renewed Hope agenda, which is aimed at ad-
vancing the country’s digital transformation
efforts.

Maida noted that the NCC under his lead-
ership would ensure “effective broadband
infrastructure diffusion across the length and
breadth of Nigeria””

Maida also emphasised that among his key
objectives, he intends to prioritize enhanc-

ing service quality on telecom networks and
aligning with the Federal Government and the
Ministry of Communications, Innovations,
and Digital Economy’s vision.

While stressing the necessity to build more
telecom infrastructure across the nation, the
NCC boss said “Considering the fact that
many people are going more digital and vir-
tual in everything they do, the telecom infra-
structure is now under much stress.

“President Tinubu’s vision emphasises the
need to build more robust broadband con-
nectivity that will not only facilitate seamless
digital transactions but also serve as the bed-
rock for e-governance and other socio-eco-
nomic initiatives,” he said.

Speaking on Tinubu’s agenda, Maida said,
“The two major areas are job creation and
enabling the digital economy. Where we are
going in a nutshell is; that everything that we
do in this Commission has to align directly

with the Strategic Plan of the Hon. Minister
of Communications, Innovations and Digi-
tal Economy, Dr Bosun Tijani, and ultimate-
ly to the Renewed Hope agenda of His Ex-
cellency, President Bola Ahmed Tinubu. We
would not deviate from that.

“We would not entertain anything that
deviates from this direction because my key
performance indicators (KPIs) are fed into
the Minister’s KPIs and the President’s KPIs
come from the electorate that put him into
power.

Maida went on to mention that the Minis-
ter’s Strategic Plan includes a goal of equip-
ping three million Nigerians with digital
skills and entrepreneurship capabilities. He
also highlighted the importance of the Com-
mission supporting the Digital Bridge Insti-
tute (DBI) as a digital training institution to ef-
fectively contribute to the government’s youth
empowerment initiative.

Access Bank Pledges Sustainable Growth and Economic Resilience in
Lagos through Landmark Trade-Enabling Projects

ccess Bank PLC has entered into
an agreement with the African
Export-Import Bank  (Afrex-
imbank) to support and finance
key trade-enabling projects in Lagos State to
the tune of $1.352 Billion.

The signing ceremony, which took place
on the sidelines of the 2023 AfriCaribbean
Trade and Investment Forum in George-
town, Guyana, had in attendance key dele-
gates including the Executive Governor of
Lagos State, Babajide Sanwo-Olu; Group
Chief Executive Officer of Access Bank PLC,
Herbert Wigwe; Benedict Oramah, Presi-
dent and Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors, Afreximbank, and more.

Commenting on the agreement, Herbert
Wigwe, Group Chief Executive Officer of
Access Holdings PLC, said, “This landmark
agreement underscores our commitment to
fostering economic growth in Lagos, with
a broader view to increase the continent’s
trade potential. Through our strategic col-
laboration with Afreximbank, we are poised
to drive more inter-African and intra-Afri-
can trade and investment, creating a brighter
future for all.

“In addition to supporting infrastructure,
we will also be aiming to improve the levels
of food sufficiency in Lagos as well as up-

* Wigwe
scaling the volume of the State’s Internally
Generated Revenue (IGR) in order to spur
the growth in its GDP and achieve wides-
cale economic resilience. Across the Access
Group, we will continue to make deliberate
effort towards championing sustainable ini-
tiatives that will change the global narrative
about Africa and Africans,” Wigwe added.
Some of the legacy projects highlighted in
the collaboration include the Fourth Main-
land Bridge, the second phase of the Blue
Line Rail, the Omu Creek Project, Lekki-Epe
International Airport, and the Lagos Food

Systems and Logistics Hub in Epe.

Speaking at the signing ceremony, Dr. Ben-
edict Oramah, President and Chairman of
the Board of Directors, Afreximbank, said
“Afreximbank’s partnership with Access
Bank to support Lagos State in executing
these critical projects is part of our strategy
for the African Sub-Sovereign Governments
Network. The Network serves as yet another
ingenious strategic initiative aimed at firmly
establishing an intra-continental trade in-
vestment development frontier as it is only
through supporting and strengthening trade
and investment initiatives at such deeper
levels of citizen administration, that Africa
be able to fully realise the potential value of
its much vaunted 1.3 billion population as a
captivating common market for goods and
services under AfCFTA”

About Access Bank PLC

Access Bank, a wholly owned subsidiary of
Access Holdings P, is a leading full-service
commercial bank operating through a net-
work of more than 700 branches and service
outlets spanning 3 continents, 20 countries
and over 60 million customers. The Bank
employs over 28,000 thousand people in its
operations in Africa and Europe, with rep-
resentative offices in China, Lebanon, India,
and the UAE.
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Bosun Tijani Unveils the Strategic
Blueprint for the Ministry, Targets 3
Million Youths For Talent Development

r. Bosun Tijani, the Minister of

Communications,  Innovation

and Digital Economy, has set a

target to train 3 million Nigeri-
ans in technical talents as he unveils to the
public the Ministry’s Strategic Blueprint for
2023-2027 titled “Accelerating our Collec-
tive Prosperity through Technical Efficien-
cy” with five major pillars that will open up
more employment opportunities, accelerate
the nation’s economic productivity through
technical efficiency in line with the renewed
hope agenda of President Bola Ahmed
Tinubu.

The Minister, in the 33-page document,
said” This Strategic Blueprint is a detailed
and progressive framework that encom-
passes five key pillars: Knowledge, Policy,
Infrastructure, Innovation, Entrepreneur-
ship & Capital (IEC), and Trade. Each pillar
is integral to our mission and interconnect-
ed with others, forming the foundation of
our strategy.”

Speaking on the 5 pillars, Bosun said
“Knowledge is the cornerstone upon which
innovation thrives, and is built upon the
bedrock of sound policies. Infrastructure
provides the essential backbone for a thriv-
ing digital economy, while innovation and
entrepreneurship drive economic diversifi-
cation. Trade, the fifth pillar, represents our
commitment to global collaboration and
partnerships, recognising that innovation
knows no borders”

The Strategic Blueprint provides a well-ar-
ticulated roadmap that seeks to leverage the
power of knowledge to develop talents,
invest in research, and achieve 70% digital
inclusion by 2027.

Recognizing the fundamental role of pol-
icy in enabling innovation, entrepreneur-
ship, and inclusive growth, the Strategic
Blueprint outlines areas where sound pol-
icies are required to strengthen broadband
penetration, enable digital inclusion, and
contribute to the nation’s GDP.

The strategic Blueprint also outlines the
pathway for infrastructure development to
increase participation in the digital space

and promote economic growth and im-
proved service delivery in the public sector.

As the Ministry thrives to bring about a
transformation in the digital economy; the
Strategic Blueprint identifies innovation,
entrepreneurship, and access to capital as
critical components for a strong digital
economy. The roadmap provided in the
Strategic Blueprint will expand the inno-
vation ecosystem, increase the local pool of
patient capital, and provide Sector-Specific
Support to Nigerians.

Dr. Bosun in the Strategic Blueprint reaf-
firmed the commitment of the Ministry to
leverage trade to position Nigeria as a ma-
jor player in the African and global technol-
ogy ecosystem. He said, “Our primary goal
is to enhance Nigeria’s participation in the
global technology trade over the next four
years”.

According to the Minister, the main thrust
of the vision for the country is hinged on
building on the transformative power of
digital technology and innovation to diver-

sify the Economy with technical skills that
will engender growth and proffer solutions
to Nigeria’s many challenges.

He disclosed that it is everybody’s respon-
sibility to assist in achieving the Renewed
Hope Agenda of Mr. President towards
building a virile nation for the common
good of all.

The Minister told the gathering that the
Ministry of Communications, Innovation,
and Digital Economy as a public sector eco-
system is poised to deliver on its mandate
that will enable Nigeria’s economic growth
through enhanced productivity and one
that is rapidly facilitated by technological
innovation.

The Minister therefore extends his invi-
tation to all stakeholders both from within
and outside of government, to unite for the
purpose of building Nigerias digital space.
He called for collective efforts of all stake-
holders through collaboration and effective
partnerships that will help realize Mr. Pres-
ident’s vision for the Digital Sector.
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Ministry of Communications, Innovation &
Digital Economy Launches 3MTT Learning
Community in Partnership with IHS

In support of the recently launched
Three Million Technical Talent (3MTT)
Initiative, the Federal Ministry of Commu-
nications, Innovation & Digital Economy
has today announced a groundbreaking
three-year partnership with IHS Nigeria to
establish the 3MTT Learning Community,
a nationwide learning initiative to empow-
er Nigerians with critical digital skills.

This partnership will facilitate the setting
up of learning communities in Nigeria’s 36
states and the FCT, and provide opportu-
nities for the 3MTT participants to gather
weekly, learn, collaborate, and build pro-
jects. The establishment of these learning
communities will also help facilitate the
strengthening of local innovation ecosys-
tems across Nigeria.

Under this partnership, IHS Nigeria will
provide financial support and industry
expertise to the initiative and has com-
mitted to paying the salaries of the 37
dedicated learning community managers,
as well as providing access to a learning
platform that will support the 3MTT talent
development efforts.

Commenting on the initiative, the
Minister of Communications, Innovation
& Digital Economy, Dr. Bosun Tijani said
the funding provided by IHS Nigeria is a
significant commitment that will further
support the Ministry’s efforts to generate a
pipeline of technical talent to contribute to
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu’s Renewed
Hope Agenda objectives.

Dr. Tijani said, “Our journey towards a
national digital transformation requires
significant collaboration between the pub-
lic and private sectors, and this is the first
in a number of partnerships that we intend
to secure to achieve our goals as outlined
in our Strategic Blueprint”

The 3MTT Learning Community, which
will utilize dedicated training spaces in
each state, aims to support the develop-

Towers of strength

ment of comprehensive digital skills and
prepare participants for the current and
future needs of a digital workforce. In
addition, these communities will provide

a dynamic ecosystem that allows partici-
pants and community managers to actively
engage in knowledge sharing, collabora-
tion, and innovation.

Mohamad Darwish, THS Nigeria's CEO
said, “At THS Nigeria, we take pride in
giving back to the people and communities
where we operate. We share the Govern-
ment’s commitment to Nigeria’s economic
empowerment and growth, and hope this
initiative will feed into President Bola
Tinubu’s agenda on job creation while
enhancing technical skills”

The initiative is aligned with the overall
3MTT programme and has been estab-
lished as a collaboration between the
Federal Ministry of Communications, In-
novation & Digital Economy, and IHS Ni-
geria, a strategic partner that will provide

support to the programme. Both parties
share a commitment to Nigeria’s economic
empowerment and growth.
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NCC’s Efforts on Digital Economy Yields Results
as Govt Approves 154 Digital Money Lenders

The Nigerian Communication Com-
mission’s (NCC) effort to deepen finan-
cial inclusion and integrate Nigeria into
a digital economy leading nations yielded
results recently as the Federal Government
released a new list of 154 fully approved
digital lenders licensed to operate in the
country.

The approval came through the Federal
Competition and Consumer Protection
Commission (FCCPC) which also gave 40
others conditional approval, added 20 to its
watch list, and delisted nine apps.

The announcement of approved digital

lenders followed a recent shake-up of the
digital money lending sector by the FC-
CPC, after the sustained harassment of Ni-
gerians by the lenders.

It also came after the commission gave
digital money lenders a five-day deadline
to prove they were operating within its set
guidelines.

According to the FCCPC, only digital
money lenders that have been registered
under the Limited Interim Regulatory
Framework and Guidelines for Digital
Lending 2022 could operate in the country.

Cyber fraud: Nigeria’s banking sector loses N9.5 billion

The Nigeria Inter-Bank Settlement System
(NIBSS) reported a loss of approximately N9.5
billion in the banking sector in 2023. Premier
Owoih, the Managing Director of NIBSS, dis-
closed this during the third-quarter meeting
of the Nigeria Electronic Fraud Forum (NeFF)
held in Lagos.

Addressing the escalating issue of electronic
fraud within the nation’s financial landscape,
particularly in the realm of online gaming,
Temidayo Adekanye, NIBSS Chief Risk Of-
ficer, expressed grave concerns. He highlight-
ed the role of the Central Bank of Nigeria's
(CBN) cashless strategy in contributing to the
surge of electronic fraud within the banking
sector.

Adekanye said, “Recently, we had the cash-
less policies from CBN, which was incurring
a dramatic increase in the volume of transac-
tions in the industry which variably was the
impact of the volume of fraud in the industry
itself”

He further revealed, “The increased efficien-
cy has also meant that fraud has dramatically
increased across the industry. For Q1 2023,
the total fraud reported through the industry
forum portal was at N5.1 billion”

Drawing attention to the gravity of the situ-
ation, Adekanye provided a comparative anal-
ysis of e-fraud data spanning several years,

E

underscoring the rapid escalation of the issue.

“In the MD’s words, ‘For fraud trends over
the last five years, in 2019, were looking at
about N3 billion and currently 2023, we are
looking at about N9.5 billion to date. Fraud
losses have increased dramatically over the
last five years””

Continuing, Adekanye said, “So, as you can
see also from the current perspective, from
January to July 2023, there has been a slight
jump between June and July, a 39 percent in-
crease with 8,649 with the actual fraud loss-
es in July 2023, we're looking at N1.2 billion
which is a 54 percent increase over the period.
Now as you can see from January in general,

we recorded about N2.7 billion
in actual fraud losses.”

Identifying the key tools
employed by cybercriminals,
Adekanye pointed to betting
platforms, wallet accounts, and
point-of-sale (POS) agents as
the most efficient avenues for
their activities, often operat-
ing in ways that are difficult to
trace, BusinessInsider report-
ed.

Given the nationwide e-fraud
recovery rate of approximately
5 percent, he emphasised the
urgency of enhancing authen-
tication and identification protocols for POS
agents, cryptocurrency accounts, sports bet-
ting accounts, and other susceptible entities.

Also, Musa Jimoh, the NeFF Chair and the
Director of Payment System Management at
the CBN, stressed the need to combat cyber-
criminals due to their capacity to disrupt the
entire financial system.

Jimoh advocated for heightened awareness
and education, stating that “as more individu-
als engage with the financial system and trans-
action volumes surge, the opportunities for
exploitation by criminals also increase.”
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Telecom access improved despite
46% drop in investment - NCC

elecommunication access in Ni-
geria grew by about 11.26 percent
in 2022, despite a 46.89 percent
decline in Foreign Direct Invest-
ment, the Nigerian Communica-
tions Commission has disclosed.
According to its recently released 2022
Subscriber/Network Data Annual Report,
operators rolled out 12,882 more base sta-
tions in 2022, to increase the total number
to 127,294 from 114,412 in 2021 and boost
the reach of telecom services, such as calls,
Internet, and more.

The increase in access to telecom services
was reflected in increased broadband pen-
etration to 47.36 percent as of December
2022 from 40.88 percent in the prior year
and increased active subscriptions from
195.46 million subscriptions in 2021 to
222.57 million.

Also, teledensity rose from 102.40 percent
in 2021 to 116.60 percent in 2022, while
Internet subscriptions grew from 141.97
million in 2021 to 154.85 million last year.

The commission stated that 93.90 percent
of the population was covered by a 2G net-

work, 86.82 percent of the population had a
3G network and 80.86 percent of the pop-
ulation had been covered by LTE/WiMAX
network.

It said, “A substantial telecom infrastruc-
ture deployment was recorded in 2022 by
telecom providers”

Growth in the rollout of fibre (terrestrial
fibre and submarine cable) which stood at
96,198 km last year from 86,057km as of
2021 provided the backbone for the 46.77
percent surge of data consumption in the
country to 518,381.78TB.

BEVACGBMENT | OCTOBER, 2023  [27]



National News

Quantum Leap in Infrastructure Development for

Nigeria as Infrastructure Support Fund Takes Off

If all goes well, Nigerians will soon expe-
rience a quantum leap in the business and
life-enhancing infrastructure available to
them. This is bound to have multiplier ef-
fects in all other areas of life leading to a
better and high quality of life.

With the establishment of the Infrastruc-
ture Support Fund recently by the Federal
Government the face of development is
bound to change for good in Nigeria.

Though the Fund was established by
President Bola Tinubu for states as part of
measures to cushion the effects of the petrol
subsidy removal on the Nigerians, its long-
term vision is to engender development
across all sectors of the polity.

President Tinubu explained that the new
Fund would enable states to intervene and in-
vest in the critical areas of transportation, in-
cluding farm-to-market road improvements;
agriculture, encompassing livestock, and
ranching solutions.

Other areas are health, with a focus on basic
healthcare; education, especially basic educa-
tion; power and water resources, which will
improve economic competitiveness, create
jobs and deliver economic prosperity for Ni-
gerians.

Mr. Dele Alake, the Special Adviser to the
President on Media and Strategy, a portion
of the monthly distributable revenue to states
would be saved and proceeds ttargeted to
minimise the impact of the increased reve-
nues occasioned by the subsidy removal and
exchange rate unification-on money supply, as

well as inflation and the exchange rate.

He said that out of the June, distributable
revenue of NL.9 trillion only N907 billion
would be shared among the three tiers of gov-
ernment, while N790 billion would be saved,
and the rest to be used for statutory deduc-
tions.

He explained that these savings would com-
plement the efforts of the ISF and other ex-
isting and planned fiscal measures aimed at
ensuring a tangible improvement in the lives
of Nigerians.

Alake said the committee commended
Tinubu for the bold decision to remove the
petrol subsidy, and for pro Quantum Leap in
Infrastructure Dev for Nigeria as Infrastruc-
ture Support Fund Takes Off

If all goes well, Nigerians will soon expe-
rience a quantum leap in the business and
life-enhancing infrastructure available to
them. This is bound to have multiplier effects
in all other areas of life leading to a better and
high quality of life.

With the establishment of the Infrastructure
Support Fund recently by the Federal Gov-
ernment the face of development is bound to
change for good in Nigeria.

Though the Fund was established by Presi-
dent Bola Tinubu for states as part of measures
to cushion the effects of the petrol subsidy re-
moval on the Nigerians, its long-term vision
is to engender development across all sectors
of the polity.

President Tinubu explained that the new
Fund would enable states to intervene and in-

vest in the critical areas of transportation, in-
cluding farm-to-market road improvements;
agriculture, encompassing livestock, and
ranching solutions.

Other areas are health, with a focus on basic
healthcare; education, especially basic educa-
tion; power and water resources, which will
improve economic competitiveness, create
jobs and deliver economic prosperity for Ni-
gerians.

Mr. Dele Alake, the Special Adviser to the
President on Media and Strategy, a portion
of the monthly distributable revenue to
states would be saved and proceeds ttarget-
ed to minimise the impact of the increased
revenues occasioned by the subsidy remov-
al and exchange rate unification-on money
supply, as well as inflation and the exchange
rate.

He said that out of the June, distributable
revenue of N1.9 trillion only N907 billion
would be shared among the three tiers of
government, while N790 billion would be
saved, and the rest to be used for statutory
deductions.

He explained that these savings would
complement the efforts of the ISF and oth-
er existing and planned fiscal measures
aimed at ensuring a tangible improvement
in the lives of Nigerians.

Alake said the committee commended
Tinubu for the bold decision to remove the
petrol subsidy, and for providing support
to the states to cushion the effects of the
removal.
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Presidency unveils 20 nuggets of its
transformative Agenda

he Secretary to the Government

of the Federation (SGF) George

Akume, has unveiled 20 key

points outlining President Bola
Tinubu’s ambitious vision for transforming
Nigeria.

Akume praised Tinubus preparedness
and determination to bring about positive
change in the nation, noting that he had “a
well-prepared plan to transform Nigeria”

The SGF emphasized that the government
was committed to addressing citizens” con-
cerns about fuel price increases and is work-
ing assiduously to normalize market forces
and implement policies that improve the
living conditions of citizens.

He urged the public to understand the
need for cooperation and support in har-
nessing the energy sector’s potential to drive
economic growth, stressing that diversify-
ing the economy and overcoming perennial
challenges in the oil and gas industry are top
priorities.

Tinubu’s decisive action put an end to the
regressive subsidy regime, which had cost
the country billions of dollars.

The government aims to unify exchange
rates, deregulate PMS pricing, and enhance
security in oil-producing states to secure Ni-
geria’s future.

Aiming for a minimum daily crude pro-
duction of 1.8 million barrels per day and
3.5b cubic feet gas by 2024, the administra-
tion is ambitious in revitalizing the oil sec-
tor.

Additionally, plans for monetizing nation-
al oil assets by involving private investors
are expected to boost revenue for national
development

Akume reiterated the government is com-
mitted to restoring lost revenues, growing
production and export capacity, and ex-
panding power generation to drive econom-
ic growth and job creation.

He said President Tinubu’s Plan for Nige-
ria, which is part of the part of the Renewed
Hope Agenda, encompasses a holistic ap-
proach to tackle challenges and drive pro-
gress in various sectors.

Below are the 20 nuggets released by the
SGF outlining President Tinubu’s trans-
formative vision for Nigeria:

Nugget 1: As a Government, we have
heard your cries about fuel price increases,
and be rest assured, we are working round
the clock to normalize and bring solutions
that ease the pain. Our job is to give you the

quality of life you deserve when you wake
up. So far, we are on course.

Nugget 2: To this end, we are already
working out modalities to ensure market
forces normalize pricing while we drive pol-
icies that better your lives and boost your
earning power. We have a clear economic
restoration plan, so I urge you to trust the
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Nugget 10: Our wider plan for the Oil
& Gas Sector involves building 7 core de-
velopment pillars to spur growth in the in-
dustry while driving industrialization and
transiting to a Green Economy by 2060. @
offcialabat is building a sustainable future
for us & our children yet unborn.

Nugget 11: First Pillar is to conserve our
revenues and drive development. We al-
ready decided to eliminate the X8 trillion/
yr payments in PMS subsidies and use that
money to drive social investments, spur
real sector and build infrastructure in our
cities and rural areas.

Nugget 12: Secondly, we intend to mon-
etize our national oil assets by offering our
stake in these assets to private investors.
This will mean we have more revenues to
drive growth and development in Nigeria.
This is when our comatose refineries and @
NNPC will take center stage.

Nugget 13: We will restore lost revenues
by boosting oil production to 2.5mmb/d
and 5bcf/d for export & domestic use while
ensuring we run @Nigerialng at full capac-
ity. We're working towards building a more
prosperous Nigeria and repositioning our-
selves as a global energy giant.

Nugget 14: After we shore up revenues,
we will grow production & export capacity
to 4mb/d & 12bcf/d for domestic use and
export by 2030. We will boost our power
generation capacity to 25-30GW of output
simultaneously, adding 12GW of stranded
Gas-fired power.

Nugget 15: Next will be the Industriali-
zation phase- the 6th pillar, where we will
set about diversifying revenue sources &
boosting job creation. We will begin con-
verting our Oil & Gas output into industrial
products, feedstocks, & aggregate demand-
ed in industrial clusters.

Nugget 16: We'll prioritize export-ori-
ented projects to improve bankability and
drive growth, to create a strong economy
that benefits us all, increasing the earning
power of Nigerians such that issues like fuel
availability or the price no longer occupy
national discourse

Nugget 17: Our transition to a Green

Tinubu’s
decisive
action
put an end to the
regressive subsidy
regime, which had
cost the country
billions of dollars.
The government aims
to unify exchange
rates, deregulate
PMS pricing, and
enhance security in
oil-producing states
to secure Nigeria’s

future. ’-

Economy will reduce Carbon emissions and
incorporate Carbon Capture, Usage & stor-
age (CCuS), and utilization in LNG projects
to drive energy efficiency. We're committed
to a sustainable future. #GreenEconomy
#SustainableFuture

Nugget 18: The judiciary/legislature will
lead the anti-corruption fight to ensure
this is done, while freedom of information,
security, and right of association will be
enshrined in this dispensation. Together,
we'll create a better Nigeria. #BetterNigeria
#Stronglnstitutions

Nugget 19: This is the Asiwaju Plan for
Nigeria, as envisioned in our #Renewed-
Hope Agenda. Deregulation is only the
first part of this process/plan. Other health,
education, agriculture, infrastructure, and
more measures will come on stream soon.
#HolisticSolution #NigerialSBack

Nugget 20: As we go about our lawful
businesses this weekend, let us all mull over
this message & pass it across to our neigh-
bors, family & friends. I am a listening
public servant, so please drop your obser-
vations & suggestions here- I am reading.
Have a great weekend ahead.
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Digitalising MSMEs Can Increase
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he National Information Technolo-
gy Development Agency (NITDA)
says that digitalisation of Micro,
Small, and Medium Enterprises
(MSMESs) could increase Nigeria's
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) by 50 billion
US dollars.

The Director-General, of NITDA, Mr.
Kashifu Inuwa, said this during his visit to the
GIZ/Digital Transformation Centre, Nigeria
office as a special guest at its Techmybiz pitch-
a-thon event in Victoria Island, Lagos.

Abdullahi said that the digital transforma-
tion of MSMEs would help to grow the na-
tion's economy.

He said that according to recent research,
any MSME that transformed digitally could
increase its revenue by 26 percent and reduce
costs by 22 percent.

“Statistical research in 2018 showed that
digitally transformed enterprises contributed
$13.5 trillion to the global GDP, and it is pro-
jected that in 2023, it will reach $53.3 trillion,
which is more than 50 percent of the global
GDP.

“Therefore, if we in Nigeria can digitally
transform our MSMEs, it could add 26 per-
cent to GDP or to the revenue of the MSMEs.

“Today, MSME:s contribute 43 percent to Ni-
geria’s GDP which is about $205 billion. Twen-

Nigeria’s GDP By $50bn - NI

ty-six percent of this means digitization of our
MSME:s can increase our GDP by $53 billion,
the NITDA boss said.

He said that the Federal Government was
committed to digitally transforming the econ-
omy through a seven-point strategic roadmap
and action plan.

Abdullahi stressed that federal government
regulations were not to stifle businesses, but
rather to influence businesses to unlock op-
portunities using technologies.

According to the NITDA boss, it has many
regulations to protect the market, enable inno-
vation and improve service delivery.

He highlighted the strategic action plan that
supported MSME:s as a developmental regula-
tion meant to create an enabling environment
for startups or MSMEs.

Abdullahi said that the second pillar of the
plan was about digital literacy and skills, be-
cause digitalisation or digital transformation,
or digital economy was a knowledge-based
economy in which human capital was the
most valuable resource.

He said: “NITDA wants to achieve 90 per-
cent digital literacy by 2030. We want every
Nigerian to be able to use digital devices to
access digital services.

“Every country needs to fleld in-country
skills and build its digital offering, so NITDA

TDA

started the initiative of training one million
developers in 2022. “So far, we have trained
219,000 Nigerians on different aspects of tech-
nology.

“On digital literacy, NITDA has trained
more than three million Nigerians through
various channels”

The director-general said that the DTC Ni-
geria was an initiative funded by the German
Government and the European Union, but
implemented by GIZ with NITDA as the im-
plementing partner.

Abdullahi added that the GIZ/DTC and
NITDA are in partnership to bridge the digital
divide and are working together to co-create.

Also speaking during the visit, Mr. Bunmi
Kunle-Dawodu, the State Manager, of the
Small and Medium Enterprises Development
Agency of Nigeria (SMEDAN), said that
SMEDAN had helped entrepreneurs in a lot
of ways.

Kunle-Dawodu said that one such way was
through implementing its policy document, in
which specific programs had been designed to
meet the needs of MSMEs.

He said that its partnership with GIZ Nigeria
and DTC had helped businesses to digitalize
in many ways as technology had come to stay.

The SMEDAN manager said that driving
businesses with technology made it easy for
entrepreneurs to showcase their businesses
and work better.

“I think and believe that this partnership is
timely, and currently, in Nigeria, we have five
Unicorn companies.

“SMEDAN is looking at how to increase the
Unicorn within the country and if possible,
transit such companies to decagons and on-
board so many with the partnership with DTC
and SMEDAN]” he said.

He said that the Techmybiz pitch-a-thon was
a great event that produced some pitchers who
had solutions to some challenges.

“We are hoping to absorb these solutions
into some of the work done in SMEDAN,
Kunle-Dawodu said.

The Techmybiz Pitch-a-thon is an end-to-
end digital transformation process imple-
mented with the Innovation Support Network
(ISN).

It specifically aims at identifying and show-
casing digital solutions developed by Nigerian
innovators that are targeted at MSMEs.
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Lagos is the only sub-sovereign that
funds rail line project on her Balance

Sheet - . ASG

nknown to many, Lagos State is

a pioneer in the development of

projects and execution. Among

the ongoing springboard pro-

jects of the State is rail transpor-
tation. Truth, the Project has taken more
than a decade and yet still not yet 100 per-
cent ready, but the issue is that the com-
mitment of the current administration of
Babajide Sanwo Olu is strong to deliver
on this signature project which is central
to the efficient transportation system in
the state of over 20 million people. An
efficient rail system is very central to the
emerging economic status of the Lagos
state.

On this project and many others, the La-
gos State government has emphasized the
need for the Federal Government’s support
for the state in her quest for the develop-
ment of critical projects and infrastructure
in the state stating that Lagos is the only
sub-sovereign in the world that is funding
rail line projects on her balance sheet.

Governor Sanwo-Olu, through his Dep-
uty, Dr. Kadir Obafemi Hamzat, recently
made the plea during a courtesy visit of
the Senior Executive Course (SEC) 45,
2023 of the National Institute of Policy and
Strategic Studies (NIPPS) to Alausa, Ike-
ja, saying that most of the major projects
embarked upon by the state were beyond
what a state can execute without the Fed-
eral Government support.

Sanwo-Olu stated that support from the
Federal Government is essential for the
state to effectively execute some infra-
structure, citing the rail project, which was
currently being executed by the state as
one of such projects which required fund-
ing by the Federal Government, declaring
that “Lagos is the only sub-sovereign in
the world that is funding rail by herself”

“If you notice, in New York, Addis Aba-
ba, or anywhere else in the world, it is the
Federal Government that funds their rail
project, Lagos is the only sub-sovereign in
that world that is funding rail line projects
on her balance sheet,” the governor said.

“We cannot have a population that is
growing like this, and we don’t have a rail,
there will always be congestion, the rail is
key, and that is why we are hitting it, and it

is huge financially;” he added.

Governor Sanwo-Olu highlighted some
infrastructural efforts put in place by the
state government, including the recently
purchased electric buses that were pres-
ently tested, the Imota Rice Mill, which
processes 32 tons of rice per hour, which
he said requires more land, among others.

This was just as he noted that the grow-
ing population in the state was another
challenge as, according to him, “Lagos
only occupies a small portion of the entire
land mass of the country, whereas the state
accommodates 11 percent of the nation’s
population.”

“Also, to meet up with the required sup-
ply of rice to the rice mill, the state govern-
ment partnered with different states such
as Kebbi, Niger, Kano, Ogun, and some
other states in the South, adding that the
state needed 200 tons of paddy in other to
supply the plant. If we can continue to do
this interaction, there is no reason for Ni-
geria to import rice,” he said.

The governor, however, urged the partic-
ipants to push the narratives to the public
and ensure that the citizens understand
that “they must grow what they eat and

must eat what they grow””

He noted that the visit of the Institute to
the state was essential, declaring that “the
sub-sovereign in our country is where we
can actually make changes in the lives of
the people in the state and, of course, the
local government.”

The Director General of the National
Institute of Policy and Strategic Studies
(NIPPS), Prof. Ayo Omotayo, commended
the activities of the state government on
making remarkable strides in every sector
of Lagos.

The Director General explained that the
Senior Executive Course (SEC) 45, 2023
was on a state visit to learn and understand
how the three variables, namely; industri-
alization, energy security, and climate,
were been applied in the development of
the state and also to collate data that would
help in compiling a detailed report on the
state.

He noted that the participants had visit-
ed Ministries, Departments, and Agencies
(MDAs) such as Economic, Planning, and
Budgets; Special Duties; Science and Tech-
nology; Imota Rice Mill, amongst other
MDA:s.
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Digital Sector: FG Gets $500m
for Local Funding - Minister

Communications and Digital Economy
Minister, Dr. Bosun Tijani, has disclosed that
the Federal Government has secured a $500
billion loan for a local funding programme.

This initiative, he said, is aimed at boosting
innovation and entrepreneurship within the
country’s digital sector.

The minister, who stated this at a dinner
Friday organised in his honour in partnership
with the World Bank said: “So we've got ac-
cess to about half a billion dollars to start local
funding”

Tijani outlined the Federal Governments
plan to domicile local funding in Nigeria and
ensure that it benefits true Nigerian business-
es, adding that it will be collaborating with the
Bank of Industry (BoI).

He, however, highlighted the importance of
supporting and promoting Nigerian business-
es, saying: “We want to ensure that those busi-
nesses that will benefit are true, real Nigerian
businesses”

According to him, by domiciling the fund-
ing locally, the government aims to foster the
growth and development of homegrown en-
terprises, ultimately contributing to the coun-
try’s economic progress.

The minister assured the public that the ini-
tial $500 million announced for local funding
is just the beginning.

He stressed that more investors will be
brought on board, to increase the funds avail-
able to support Nigerian innovators.

Tijani emphasized that the government’s
goal is to leverage the fund to attract addition-
al investment and expand resources for local
entrepreneurs.

His words: “Part of my responsibilities is
working with Bol to ensure that we domicile
that funding locally in Nigeria, work with
firms who manage and invest in businesses to
ensure that those businesses that will benefit
are true, real Nigerian businesses.

“And what we are going to see is that the
funding is available locally and in the coming
months, it is going to become larger and as
these funds become larger, we want to leverage
that money as well.

“So, the government is not just going to put

half a billion and that’ it, it can actually bring
more investors. As we have more money, our
innovators can have access to resources.”

Also speaking, the World Bank Country Di-
rector for Nigeria, Shubham Chaudhuri, has
reaffirmed the organizations commitment to
eradicating poverty, improving lives, and cre-
ating job opportunities for the country’s youth.

Chaudhuri emphasized the potential of lev-
eraging digital technologies to drive transfor-
mation and outlined two key areas of partner-
ship with Nigeria to achieve these goals.

He told newsmen about the importance of a
digital national ID as the foundation for digital
transformation, adding that the World Bank is
collaborating with the National Identity Man-
agement Commission (NIMC) to ensure the
successful rollout and registration of digital
national IDs for all Nigerians.

The World Bank official said the ambitious
target is to provide at least 148 million people
of working age with a digital national ID by
the middle of next year, marking a significant
step towards inclusion and accessibility.

According to him, “Our main mission here
in Nigeria is to eliminate poverty, make lives
better, and create jobs for all Nigerian youth.
One of the areas that we think has the greatest

potential is the area of using digital technol-
ogies to transform. Now to do that it begins
with having this digital national ID.

“So one of the main partnerships we have is
working with NIMC to ensure the rollout of
the registration so that all 213/220million Ni-
gerians have a digital national ID, beginning
of course with all people of working age and I
think the target for that is at least 148 million
people by the middle of next year.

“The second is helping Nigeria lead the
broadband infrastructure for broadband con-
nectivity because, without broadband connec-
tivity, digital technologies will lead to a digital
divide. So, their support has been for good
kinds of policies and regulations that will help
invite private investment into this space and
then fiber optic cables.

“One thing, for example, working with
states is to persuade states to reduce the right
of way fees and fiber. Cable operators have to
pay more when they're getting the land to lay
the cable. All that is like the foundations and
real potential comes from once you have the
national ID, all the technologies that apps that
can be built on the weather to bring services to
people, to people where they get people access
to finance that all of that needs skills”
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Works Minister,

Shift in Road
Construction
Stirs Controversy

The Minister of Works, David Umahi’s am-
bitious plans and business-like approach to
the nation’s construction industry are already
upsetting construction companies handling
several ongoing Federal highways construc-
tion projects across the country. The Minister
on a serial basis continued to tighten the noose
on the contractors working for the Nigerian
government on federal roads in order, stating
that ‘value for money demands commitment
from the contractors who would be paid to do
the job:

The Minister had started by directing con-
tractors handling Federal Government high-
ways across the country to immediately dump
the use of asphalt and adopt concrete technol-
ogy and directed them to meet with engineers
of the ministry to redesign all the ongoing
Federal Government Road projects in line
with the requirements of concrete technology

He later explained the intention of the feder-
al government stating that ‘under the renewed
hope agenda, all contractors handling road
construction by the federal government must
sign an indemnity of 30 years for the road
contracts, emphasizing that roads constructed
with Concrete should last for 50 years while

[ .
David Umahi, Minister for Works

those of asphalt technology should also last 30
years.

Mr. Umabhi also said that contractors must
clear the sides of the road they construct to
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promote visibility on both sides of the high-
way.

This new directive may put the Federal Gov-
ernment and road construction companies
working on several major highways across the
country on a collision course following the de-
cision of the government to dump asphalt for
concrete technology. As a result, it is believed
that the new directives may lead to several
ongoing highway construction projects being
stopped.

According to the Nigeria Infrastructure
Development Magazine checks, some of
the ongoing federal highway projects that
were caught up in the new directives are Be-
nin-Warri dual carriageway and Benin-Sapele
sections 1-3 in Delta State, Maraba-Keffi road
expansion in Nasarawa State, and Minna-Zu-
ngeru-Tegina-Kontagora Road in Niger State.
The list also includes Zaria-Funtua-Soko-
to-Shema Road in Kaduna State and some
parts in Gusau in Zamfara State, Mubi-Mai-
duguri and Bama-Konduga-Maiduguri Road
in Adamawa and Borno states.

Umahi while on inspection of road projects
in Lagos recently that ‘on his watch, there will

National News

be no contract award for road construction

without concrete layout’

The minister explained that the inclusion of
cement could make the highway last 100 years
and be used for 50 years without maintenance.

He wondered why some contractors were
against the more durable and cost-effective
use of concrete technology, that is the use of
cement for road construction, despite its ad-
vantages over bitumen.

According to the minister, bitumen is more
expensive and less durable, a situation he at-
tributed to the fact that the bitumen produced
in recent times was of low quality.

However, the contractors handling ongo-
ing highway projects across the country are
already putting up resistance and mounting
pressure on the Minister to have a re-think
against the directive, describing the move as
a breach of contracts that could lead to huge
losses on the part of the government.

Some of the companies are already contem-
plating court action if the Federal Govern-
ment makes good its threat.

They said the decision by the Minister to
abruptly order contractors to dump asphalt for
concrete technology was tantamount to “shift-

ing the goalposts in the middle of the game”

According to them, they have invested huge
amounts in asphalt technology equipment and
also imported bitumen and other raw materi-
als running into billions of naira, adding that
shifting to concrete technology at the current
stages of the road projects will lead to millions
of dollars in losses.

Already, the Minister has reportedly direct-
ed the Bureau of Public Procurement to with-
draw Certificates of No Objection issued for
all federal road contracts awarded by former
President Muhammadu Buharis administra-
tion under the former Minister of Works, Ba-
batunde Raji-Fashola.

A top executive of a leading construction
firm, who chose to speak on condition of an-
onymity, said,

“What the minister is trying to do will lead to
chaos. This is one of the reasons foreign inves-
tors shy away from doing business in Nigeria
situation where the government wakes up and
decides to change the terms of contracts”

Some analysts claimed the development
might lead to increased congestion at the ports
and port access roads.

According to them, the new directive on
concrete roads would lead to an increase in
demand for forex for the importation of ce-
ment and iron rods which will put more pres-
sure on the naira, while also noting that it will
lead to an increase in the cost of construction
of roads per kilometer.

Industry analysts said the looming clash
between the government and the contractors
might lead to litigation that might cost both
parties huge sums of money, as the contract
agreements have a liquidated damages clause.

In early September, the Minister was report-
ed to have dlarified that no contractor would
be forced to do concrete roads even though
the federal governments priority is to build
good and durable roads but they will be held
accountable with the Indemnity Clause.

A section of aggrieved contractors of the
ministry has accused Umahi, of deliberate at-
tempts to frustrate the realization of President
Bola Tinubu’s renewed hope agenda by stalling
the progress of work through non-payment.

They alleged that Umahi has concluded plans
to tamper with contracts already awarded by
FEC under the guise of review, insisting that
the minister’s motive was to re-award some of
the contacts to himself or close cronies.

The contractors accused the minister of stall-
ing the progress of work by deliberately refus-
ing to treat files and sidelining civil servants
who have institutional memory.
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Why Abuja Needs Wike's
Restoration Plan

igerias former military head of

state, General Murtala Moham-

med, who first announced Abuja

as the new federal capital on Feb-
ruary 3, 1976, had very good intentions for
doing so. The argument of the military, un-
der General Yakubu Gowon, was that Lagos
had become congested and unfit for Nigeria’s
capital.

But at the moment, the story of Abuja,
the nation’s Federal Capital Territory has
changed from wearing a serene toga and
from being a proud Capital of the biggest
Country in Africa. This is contrary to the
intention of the founding fathers who want
a befitting status City worth calling Nigeria
Federal Capital Territory.

However, the FCT has witnessed a reset,
even if it is in the mind, in the last few weeks
since the new Minister of the Territory, Mr.
Nyezom Wike, assumed office. Living to his
promise, he started the restoration agenda
of what he called the ‘distortion of the Abuja
Master Plan” which would lead to the dem-
olition of illegal properties dotting and dis-
torting the City’s Master Plan

Mr. Wike was very frank. He sounded a
clear note of warning immediately after he
was sworn in as Minister of FCT that he
would not care ‘who the owners of such
houses are. Even if the culprit is a minister or
an ambassador, “your house must go down”
if you have contravened the City’s master
Plan.

“All those people who are distorting the
master plan of Abuja, too bad. If you know
you've built where youre not supposed to
build, it will go down,” Wike said.

He precipitated his restoration agenda to
restore Abuja’s beauty. “Those who have tak-
en over the green areas to build, sorry, our
parks must come back, the green areas must
come back. If you hate green, you must hate
yourself. There is refuse everywhere. Those
who are paid for refuse collection, what are
they doing?”

Wike also warned land speculators that
a new sheriff is in town, and for those do-
ing land marketing, the period is over and
threatened those who have been given C of
O (certificate of occupancy) and failed to de-
velop and have become land speculators, ‘the
land is gone’

Nyesom Wike, FCT Minister

In just a few weeks, the residents of Abuja
are already shaping up and institutions re-
sponsible for utility services are getting more
accountable.

Some residents already praising Wikes
bold moves as Abuja has witnessed a fester-
ing decay and spectacular all-around col-
lapse of the city which make the restoration
of a number of traffic lights to become no-
ticeable.

In the last few weeks, many more traffic
lights in and around the Central Business
District began to work more than Abuja has
witnessed in the last two years. So far, except
for the lawless people, the restoration of more
traffic lights is a welcome relief to Abuja res-
idents.

For many years now, Abuja has been over-
whelmed with filth, dead street lights, bad
roads, rising crime, well-connected land spec-
ulators, and violators of the master plan.

However, the story of the failure of Abuja is
more than the chaos in the Central Business
District, or its malfunctioning traffic lights
and, certainly, much more than all its lawless
drivers. Abuja is simply a victim of elite abuse
and is comprised in higher places turning the
city into a place of squalor for many and pres-
tige for the privileged.

The story of abuse and corruption that Abu-
ja now presents is not new. When the military
government of General Muhammadu Buhari

struck in 1983, the mess in Abuja - huge con-
tracts awarded at fantastically inflated costs -
was a part of the charge sheet against Shagari’s
government and a number of politicians of
that era.

After Gideon Orkar’s 1990 coup attempt in
which military president General Ibrahim
Babangida, escaped by the skin of his teeth,
however, he felt vulnerable in Lagos. He gave
construction giant, Julius Berger, a carte
blanche denominated in sweetheart crude oil
deals, to get Abuja ready for his government.

As captured by Azubuike Ishekwene, Ed-
itor-in-Chief of the Leadership Newspaper
in his Column recently, If Abuja looks like
a shadow of its former self today, a far cry
from the model of Brasilia, planned by the
US consortium of three companies - Wallace,
Roberts, McHarg, and Todd; and its Central
Business District is anything but what was
conceived by Japanese architect, Kenzo Tan-
ge, it's not because of lack of effort by at least
two notable persons to save it.

Major General Mamman Vatsa was one.
Julius Berger may have done the main con-
struction work, but the credit for the greening
of the new Federal Capital goes to Vatsa, an
outstanding poet and humanist whose execu-
tion remains a big stain on the Babangida era.

The second notable Abuja steward was
the former governor of Kaduna state, Nasir
el-Rufai, when he was minister of the FCT. In
a city where politicians believe they can get
away with virtually anything, el-Rufai’s fanat-
ical insistence on compliance with the Abuja
master plan brought him into collision with
the high and mighty.

It is on record that without El-Rufai’s stub-
born insistence, Abuja would be a far worse
place than it is today.

Abuja has become Nigerias fourth most
populated city, and life in such satellite towns
as Bwari, Kubwa, Karshi, Gwagwalada, and
Kuje may not be too different from war front
existence, not to mention slums like Deidei,
Mpape and Nyanya, Abujas own copies of
Ajegunle in Lagos.

Insurgency in surrounding states, especially
Niger, Kaduna, and Nasarawa, in the last 10
years, has led to a surge in the city’s popu-
lation from 2.2 million 10 years ago to 3.8
million.
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Dubai’s Bizarre Infrastructure Wonders: Discover The Uniquely
Strange Sights You Can Only See Here!

Police Boats
n addition to their impressive
fleet of high-speed cars, the Du-
bai Police also rely on state-of-
the-art boats to carry out their
duties. Among these is a remarkable $400K
super boat gifted to them by the Crown
Prince of Dubai, Sheikh Hamdan. With a
design reminiscent of a Lamborghini and
boasting 700 horsepower, this lightweight
carbon fiber vessel is one of the fastest water

crafts in the world.

It enables officers to quickly and effective-
ly patrol Dubai’s coastline, and carry out
operations at sea. This impressive vessel is
just one example of the Dubai Police’s com-
mitment to utilizing the latest technology
to maintain safety and security in the city.

Dubai Ambulances

Dubai’s ambulances have a unique fea-

ture that sets them apart from the rest of
the world - limousine-style emergency
vehicles. Known as “Awnak,” these vehicles
are equipped with state-of-the-art medical
equipment and provide a more comfortable
and luxurious ride for patients.

However, they are only available for pa-
tients transferring between medical facili-
ties and cannot be used for emergency re-
sponse. Awnak is a part of Dubai’s efforts
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to provide the best medical services to
its citizens and visitors. While the idea of
needing an ambulance may not be pleasant,
the availability of such a service can bring
peace of mind to those who need it.

Gold Plated Jeep

he wealthy residents of Dubai are known
for their extravagant tastes and love of
flashy vehicles. And what better way to
flaunt your wealth than with a car that’s
covered in gold? One Jeep owner decided to
take it to the next level by getting his Grand
Cherokee plated in 24-karat gold.

It’s a surefire way to turn heads and make
a statement. But the cost of such an extrav-
agant upgrade doesn’t come cheap — with a
price tag of around $2 million. It’s safe to
say that the owner of this gold-plated Jeep
is living a high life in Dubai.

Diamond Studded Benz

Dubai is famous for its extravagant ve-
hicles, and the Mercedes-Benz is no ex-
ception. However, the wealthy residents of
Dubai take it to the next level. Saudi Prince
Al-Waleed bin Talal, one of the richest
people in the world, showed his status by
covering his Mercedes with over 300,000
diamonds worth $4.8 million.

This love for extravagance has led to Du-
bai becoming a global hub for luxury car
dealerships and auctions, with some of the
world’s rarest and most expensive cars be-

ing sold in the city. This display of wealth
highlights the limitless boundaries of luxu-
ry and customization in Dubai.

Camel Racing

Dubai offers visitors the unique experi-
ence of camel racing, which is a sport deep-
ly ingrained in the culture of the United
Arab Emirates. Preparing these animals for
competition is a meticulous process that
requires extensive training and specialized
nutrition. The Al Marmoom racetrack in
Dubai is the largest and features robot jock-
eys to ride the camels.

These high-tech robots are equipped with

walkie-talkies and GPS for advanced com-
munication and control. The racing season
is between October and April when the
weather is cooler. So, even in the off-season,
visitors can still witness this exciting and
culturally significant sport in Dubai.

Gold Vending Machine

Dubai has always been known for its ex-
travagance and innovation, and the first-ev-
er real gold vending machine is a testament
to that. Although the dispenser itself is not
made of precious metal, it dispenses small
bars of it just like an ATM dispenses cash.
In May 2010, this revolutionary contrap-
tion was inaugurated in Abu Dhabi, located
in the Emirates Palace Hotel.

The machine was developed in Germa-
ny and displays the current exchange rates
in real-time. It offers small bars of gold in
denominations of one, five, and ten grams.
This unique concept was an instant hit and
attracted lots of attention from visitors
within minutes of its opening.

Wide Tuned Cars

Wealthy Dubai residents love to flaunt
their riches and what better way than by
customizing their vehicles? While most
people opt for a paint job or a new engine,
this city is known for its eccentricities, as
evidenced by two modified Jeeps parked
side by side.

These massive vehicles are larger than life
and require more than a lane to travel on
roads. While they can carry eight passen-
gers, four in the front and four in the back,
their practicality is questionable. Addition-
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ally, with their size and appearance, they’re
hard to miss in traffic. In a city that’s no
stranger to outrageous displays of wealth,
these Jeeps fit right in.

Walking Camels

The United Arab Emirates has a lot of
sand due to the presence of deserts, which
constitute 80% of the country’s land. Cam-
els are a common way to traverse the desert
if you happen to own one. Camel trekking
is also a popular recreational activity for
both residents and tourists.

Recently, a man was spotted walking this
desert animal beside his Mercedes-Benz
SUV, which is equipped with a good air
conditioning system. Since regular rides
with these creatures can be tiring in the
scorching desert heat, this mode of trans-
portation is preferred by many locals. It is
yet another unique aspect of Emirati cul-
ture.

Exotic Pet

Owning exotic pets has long been a status
symbol of wealth in the Middle East, espe-
cially in Dubai. This practice dates back to
ancient times when powerful kings owned
big cats as a sign of their strength and pres-
tige. However, in 2017, the United Arab
Emirates implemented a law that strictly
prohibits the ownership of wild animals.

The law was passed due to concerns about

the safety of people and animals. The dan-
gers posed by free-roaming wild creatures
were too great, prompting authorities to
take action. Those who violate the law and
engage in the sale or ownership of exotic
animals face severe consequences such as
imprisonment and hefty fines.

Turtle Tower

Dubai’s wealthy individuals have a no-
torious obsession with collecting rare and
endangered animals as status symbols. The
trend of keeping big cats as pets has been
prevalent for some time, but a new trend
has emerged: “stacking” turtles. This cruel
practice involves piling up turtles on top of
each other to absorb more heat and bask in
the sun’s rays.

The man in question appears to have ar-
ranged the stack himself. However, it’s es-
sential to note that turtles are already an en-
dangered species, and keeping them as pets
or using them for such inhumane purposes
could have a severe impact on their already
dwindling population.

Camel Parking Lot

Camels are deeply embedded in Israeli
culture, serving as an important source of
sustenance and transportation since Bib-
lical times. On any given trip across the
Israeli landscape, one may chance upon
camels lounging peacefully by the roadside.

Beloved for their strength and hardiness,
camels are prized for their milk and meat,
and their tough hide is used to create leath-
er goods and traditional clothing.

This tranquil scene of an Israeli camel idly
resting alongside a paved roadway is a re-
minder of the resilience and legacy of these
majestic animals that are essential to this
desert nation. While many modern vehicles
like Jeeps and SUVs are also commonplace
in Israel, the sight of parked camels may
seem peculiar to outsiders. However, to the
locals, it’s a part of their heritage and a nod
to their forefathers, who relied heavily on
these resilient creatures for their livelihood.

Laxury Bathrooms

Dubai is known for its large, lavishly de-
signed hotels, and with that comes beauti-
fully designed, opulent bathrooms. These
luxurious restrooms are often almost ten
times the size of an ordinary one, resem-
bling more of an apartment than just a lava-
tory. The opulence doesn’t stop there.

The XXII Carat Club Villas in Dubai
boasts one of the world’s most expensive
powder rooms, complete with lavish mar-
ble appointments and a stunning $1 million
Amazonian rock crystal tub. It's no wonder
people envy the rich and famous when they
have the opportunity to indulge in such ex-
travagant amenities. A visit to these luxury
locations is sure to leave a lasting impres-
sion.

Gold Mobile Phones

Dubai is a city that exudes wealth and
power, where golden objects are common-
place. Among them, a solid gold mobile
phone is a rare yet striking sight. In 2019,
the Caviar brand launched its Tsar series,
which celebrated the founders of nations
and dynasties. One of the series’ exclusive
products, the “Gold Sheikh” cell phone, was
limited to just seven units, representing
each of the UAE’s seven emirates.

The device started at an astonishing $37K,
making one wonder about its practicality.
Nevertheless, the phone’s opulent appeal
is undeniable, leaving us to ponder what
it would be like to own such a luxurious
gadget.

Luxury Police Vehicles
Dubai’s police force is renowned for its
fleet of luxurious and high-performance
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ehicles. From Lamborghinis to Bugattis,
these supercars not only help the police
enforce the law but also add to the city’s
impressive reputation for extravagance. The
fleet includes cars like the Aston Martin
One-77 and the Lamborghini Aventador,
and even the world’s fastest car, the Bugatti
Veyron.

Dubai’s police are also equipped with an
armored SUV by W Motors. The vehicles’
high speed and advanced technology allow
officers to respond quickly and effectively to
emergencies. Dubbed the “supercar fleet,
these luxury police vehicles are a symbol of
the city’s opulence and innovative approach
to law enforcement.

Exquisite Stables

Located in China, the Heilan Equestrian
Club is a luxurious horse housing that rivals
even the most opulent stables in Dubai. Al-
though it may be surprising to find such an
establishment outside of the Emirate city,
horseback riding is also a popular sport in
China. Its design resembles that of a 5-star
hotel, complete with glamorous chandeliers
and marble floors.

Despite its impressive appearance and ex-
pensive amenities, one visitor reported on
Reddit that the barn still had a distinct farm
smell. The Heilan Equestrian Club is proof
that horseback riding is enjoyed by many
cultures and can be enjoyed in luxurious

settings beyond Dubai.

Let’s Escape Traffic

Dubai’s millionaires value their time and
are willing to go to great lengths to avoid
traffic congestion. It's not uncommon to see
helicopters whizzing through the air, trans-
porting the wealthy from one location to
another. This trend has given rise to charter
companies, such as HeliDubai, which offer
scenic tours and VIP transportation services.

While cities like New York or Paris may
have their share of helicopter traffic, it’s
nothing compared to Dubai’s sky-high cop-
ter population. The sight of aircraft flying
over the city is just one more example of
the extravagance and luxury that permeate
every aspect of life in Dubai.

Air-Conditioned Bus Stops

Dubai’s air-conditioned bus stops are a
testament to the city’s commitment to pro-
viding its residents and visitors with com-
fortable amenities. Launched in 2007, these
cool waiting areas offer a respite from the
intense desert heat and feature vending ma-
chines, ATMs, and ample space for a large
number of commuters.

The bus stops have been widely praised
for their innovative design and have even
won international awards. They are a reflec-
tion of Dubai’s forward-thinking approach
to urban planning and its focus on creating

a sustainable and livable city for all. The
air-conditioned bus stops are just one ex-
ample of the city’s many efforts to improve
public transportation and reduce carbon
emissions.

Special Louboutins

Christian Louboutin opened his first
boutique in Paris in 1992, and since then,
the brand has become synonymous with
high-end luxury footwear. The brand is
renowned for its iconic red-soled heels, a
signature feature of its luxury footwear. The
famous shoes have become a status sym-
bol in the music industry and are worn by
many celebrities such as Rihanna and An-
gelina Jolie.

However, for the gold-obsessed residents
of Dubai, red heels are not enough, as seen
with the must-have gold cassette heels.
These stilettos are a bold statement of social
status, with the brand’s luxurious reputa-
tion only enhancing their value.

Underground Zoo

Dubai Mall houses an incredible aquatic
z0o located adjacent to the aquarium. The
rainforest-themed wildlife park boasts an
array of marine life, including jellyfish,
piranhas, and even crocodiles. For the ad-
venturous, the mall offers shark diving in a
cage for an adrenaline rush. Additionally,
the shopping complex has a plethora of lux-
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urious items.

Visitors can later explore the mall’s vast
array of entertainment options such as a
large cinema and an ice-skating rink. With
so many activities and attractions, it's no
wonder the plaza is a popular destination
for both locals and tourists. Dubai Mall is
a perfect spot for adventure, entertainment,
and luxury shopping all in one place.

Tennis In The Sky

Dubai never ceases to amaze with its
awe-inspiring architecture and innovative
designs. Among its many unique features is
this tennis court located over 1,000 feet in
the sky. Originally a helipad, it was trans-
formed into a court on the roof of the luxu-
rious Burj Al Arab Hotel.

In 2005, sports legends Roger Federer and
Andre Agassi were invited to play an exhi-
bition match on this lofty pad. The former
helipad has since been used for other spe-
cial events and continues to attract all sorts
of visitors. For those who are not afraid of
heights, playing tennis in the clouds is a
truly unique experience.

Miracle Garden

Dubai is renowned for its larger-than-life
attractions, and the Dubai Miracle Garden
is no exception. This incredible flower park
is one of the world’s largest, covering an
area of 75,000 square meters and featuring

over 50 million blooms.

It opened to the public on Valentines
Day in 2013 and has been a favorite among
tourists and locals ever since. Despite the
city’s harsh climate and limited rainfall, this
tourist attraction boasts an incredible array
of colorful flowers arranged in stunning
designs. Open from October to April, the
garden is a testament to the city’s ability to
create beauty in even the most challenging
conditions.

Dubai’s reputation for stunning archi-
tecture and cutting-edge technology is
epitomized by the iconic Burj Khalifa.
Completed in 2010 for $2 billion, it stands
at a record-breaking height of 828 meters,
making it one of the tallest buildings in the
world. The Burj Khalifa’s purpose was to es-
tablish the city as a global hub for business,
tourism, and luxury, and we must say it has
accomplished that feat.

It offers breathtaking views from its upper
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floors and attracts millions of visitors each
year, and is home to the world’s highest
observation deck, which is located on the
148th floor and offers panoramic views of
Dubai’s skyline and surrounding areas.

Skiing In The Desert

Dubai’s Ski Dubai is a one-of-a-kind in-
door resort, offering visitors the chance
to ski, snowboard, and even interact with
penguins in a desert setting. The park spans
over 22,500 square meters and features five
different slopes of varying difficulty levels.
The temperature inside the park is main-
tained at a cool -4°C, with fresh snow pro-
duced every night to ensure optimal skiing
conditions.

Ski Dubai is also home to a chairlift, a
freestyle zone, and a snow cavern where
visitors can enjoy interactive experiences
with penguins. The resort attracts both lo-
cals and tourists and is a popular destina-
tion for families and adventure enthusiasts.

Lwxury Hotel Rooms

Dubai is home to some of the most ex-
travagant hotel rooms in the world. It’s not
uncommon to feel like royalty when staying
in one of these luxurious accommodations.
The Burj Al Arab is one of the city’s most
renowned 5-star hotels, though some con-
sider it a 7-star resort.

The hotel is famous for its gold-leaf walls
and Rolls-Royce chauffeur service, not to
mention the stunning views of the city’s
skyline. When staying here, you'll feel like

you've landed in a palace, surrounded by
opulence and grandeur. And let’s be hon-
est, who wouldn’t want to feel like a king or
queen for a little while?

Stand-Up Paddlers

Dubai, a city known for its modernity,
innovation, and luxurious lifestyle, has not
forgotten its cultural values. Even in water
sports like surfboard kayaking, locals re-
main fully clothed out of respect for their
Muslim culture. Men standing on surf-
boards in traditional attire on the water
may appear unusual to outsiders, but it is
an example of the city’s blend of modernity
and cultural identity.

The city’s innovative spirit does not un-
dermine its religious traditions and cus-
toms, which are still highly regarded by
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its residents. In a world where modernity
often clashes with tradition, Dubai’s ability
to maintain both is commendable.

Falcons On The Plane

The falcon, a symbol of courage and
strength, is the national bird of the United
Arab Emirates and plays a significant role
in the sport of falconry. In Dubai, the bird
is highly revered and enjoys the privilege
of traveling on commercial flights with its
passport.

Falconry is not just a sport, but a deeply
rooted tradition passed down for gener-
ations. Recognized by UNESCO as an in-
tangible cultural heritage of humanity, it’s
no surprise that falcons are highly valued
in Dubai. These magnificent birds also play
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a role in the country’s economy, attracting
tourists to witness them in action at the Du-
bai Falconry Heritage Center.

Unique Motor Cycles

Customized vehicles are a popular trend
among the wealthy residents of Dubai, and
this extends to their motorcycles as well.
The mode of transport for some residents
is customized scooters with unique designs,
such as this horse-themed one. The owner
went all out with the design, including a
matching outfit.

These unique bikes are not an uncommon
sight in the city, drawing attention from
those who are fans of equestrian sports or
simply appreciate unique designs. It is a
statement of personal style and status for
the owner, who, like many of the city’s res-

idents, can afford to splurge on a one-of-a-
kind motorcycle.

Free Food

In 2013, the Ansar Mall in Dubai intro-
duced a unique initiative aimed at helping
those in need - a program that allows peo-
ple who are cash-strapped or unemployed
to pick up groceries for free. During the
holy month of Ramadan, the place pro-
vides a range of food items, including fresh
yogurt and Arabic bread, to support those
who are struggling.

While the mall does not restrict access to
free meals, it has been reported that some
individuals who own luxury cars, such as
Mercedes and BMWs, also take advantage
of the offer. Despite this, the program has
been praised as an excellent example of

charitable giving back to society.

Grooms Wanted

Arranged marriages may seem outdat-
ed, however, they are still prevalent in the
United Arab Emirates. Many families in
UAE view these arrangements as a way to
ensure the longevity of the family unit. It is
not uncommon for parents to post adver-
tisements in newspapers or enlist the help
of a matchmaker to find a suitable partner
for their child.

The process involves a thorough back-
ground check, and families usually have
a say in the selection of the future spouse.
While arranged unions have their critics,
many in the UAE see it as a way to ensure
that their children share the same values,
beliefs, and goals.




Super Bus

Dubai is renowned for its luxurious trans-
portation options, where getting around in
alimousine or a supercar is the norm. How-
ever, the United Arab Emirates took luxury
transport to another level by acquiring the
world’s first superbus in 2011. The futuristic
vehicle was designed by a Dutch astronaut
and can reach a top speed of 250 kilome-
ters per hour while accommodating up to
23 passengers.

The bus was reportedly commissioned by
a Sheikh in the UAE and is said to provide
passengers with an experience akin to rid-
ing in a private jet. With its sleek and inno-
vative design, the bus has become a symbol
of Dubai’s opulent and futuristic transpor-
tation system

Luxury Cars Traffic Jam

Dubai is known for its opulence and ex-
travagance, with luxury cars being a com-
mon sight on its streets. However, this has
led to a unique problem - traffic jams con-
sisting solely of high-end vehicles. The city’s
supercar culture has created a situation
where drivers are often stuck in gridlocks,
waiting for other sports cars to move out of
the way.

This phenomenon has become so com-
mon that it has even been given a name:
the “Dubai Traffic Jam” Despite its flashy
appeal, the situation highlights the down-
sides of a culture that values money, luxury,
and status symbols above practicality and
functionality.

No Fish On The Metro

A curious sight on the Dubai Metro is a

[

fish with a red crossed-out circle above it,
indicating a ban on bringing them onto
the trains. This rule is outlined in the Du-
bai Metro bylaws, which prohibit any ani-
mals on the rails except for guide dogs. The
sign can be found near Palm Deira station,
which is located next to the Dubai Fish
Market.

The ban was put in place due to passen-
gers previously overindulging in shopping
at the market and causing inconvenience to
other commuters. The rule is a reminder to

all that Dubai’s public transportation sys-
tem prioritizes the comfort and safety of all
passengers.

Mall Aquarium

The Dubai Mall Aquarium is a popular
attraction in the world’s largest shopping
center. It houses various species of unique
fish and is a must-visit for tourists and lo-
cals. With a capacity of 10 million liters of
water, it holds the Guinness World Record
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for the largest acrylic panel.

Visitors can witness all the diverse marine
life through the panel or go on a glass-bot-
tom boat ride. For a more immersive ex-
perience, there’s an opportunity to dive in
there and snorkel with the sharks. The tour-
ist attraction also offers special packages for
special events such as birthday parties and
proposals.

Golden Motorcycle

Lauge Jensen, a Danish motorcycle manu-
facturer, made headlines in 2013 when they
revealed their first-ever gold bike during
the opening week of Gulf of Motorcycles
in Dubai. It was covered in 24-karat gold,
which is its purest form. This further added
to its luxurious and extravagant nature. It
was valued at $850K and is considered the
world’s most expensive bike ever built.

The engine has a unique design and is
decorated with 250 diamonds that total
over seven carats. The motorcycle is also
upholstered with crocodile leather, adding
to its extravagance. This creation showcases
the lavish tastes of the wealthy, and Dubai
was the perfect location for its unveiling.

Massive Skyscrapers

Dubeai is a city renowned for its impres-
sive skyline, dominated by towering sky-
scrapers that are among the tallest in the
world. The Burj Khalifa, the tallest building
in the world at a height of 828 meters, is the
most iconic of the city’s skyscrapers. Other
notable buildings include the twisted Cayan

Tower, the futuristic-looking Burj Al Arab,
and the elegantly designed Emirates Tow-

ers.

These structures not only provide impres-
sive vistas but also serve as symbols of Du-
bai’s economic growth and technological
advancement. With several more ambitious
projects currently in development, Dubai’s
skyline is sure to continue to evolve and
amaze visitors for years to come.

Omnate Starbucks

Starbucks is the world’s largest coffee-
house chain with over 34,000 stores in 80
countries. However, the one at Battuta

Mall in Dubai stands out with its grand
palace-like design, complete with ornate
domed ceilings and intricate details. This
unique branch is inspired by the travels of
Ibn Battuta, a Moroccan explorer, and fea-
tures a blend of Arabian, Persian, and An-
dalusian architectural styles.

The café serves the usual Starbucks menu
but with a twist, offering unique Arabic
coffee blends and Middle Eastern-inspired
snacks. The Battuta Mall branch has quick-
ly become a must-visit destination for all
coffee lovers and architecture enthusiasts
alike.
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Since 1894

Quick Loans
with FirstBank?

Simply dial *894*11# now from any mobile phone to get:

FirstAdvance: Up to N1,000,000.00 or 50% of your net Salary when you have
a salary account with us.

FirstCredit: Up to N300,000 from your other current or savings account if you
are not a salary holder.

You can meet that urgent need today. Dial *894*11# now.

Terms and Conditions apply.

Contact us: 01-4485500; 0700-34778-2668228 / firstcontact@firstbanknigeria.com / complaints@firstbanknigeria.com / RC 6290 K1 & in IO




